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PE.EFACE. 



The following pages are made up en- 
tirely of short sentences selected from 
the writings of Dr. Channing. There is 
probably no other author of the age from 
whose works a greater number of strik- 
ing detached thoughts may be gathered. 
The fact is attributable not only, nor 
chiefly, to the wide range of subjects to 
wiiich he turned his attention — Theolo- 
gy, Morals, Literature, Politics, Educa- 
tion, Social Life, Reforms — but, still 
more, to the aphoristic style of expres- 
sion in which it is evident that he both 
delighted and excelled. Thus, all who 
heard his preaching, or have read his 
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works, will remember how frequently 
some great truth, to the unfolding of 
which perhaps several pages were de- 
voted, was at last summed up and con- 
densed, in a single, brief, beautiful, and 
memorable sentence ; and many of these 
" apples of gold in pictures of silver " are 
brought together in this little book. No 
doubt the reader will miss favorite pas- 
sages, and yet it is not doubted, also, 
that he will recognize in the following 
pages many of those pointed sayings and 
deep thoughts with which he has felt it 
to be good to commune. In this minia- 
ture form they can be carried about one's 
person, in the steamboat and car, and 
when seeking health or recreation by 
the seashore or the mountain side. The 
little volume is intended, also, as a choice 



y Google 



P p. E F A C E - O 

gift to a friend ; and, perchance, it may 
introduce some to an acquaintance with 
this great Benefactor to our minds, who, 
through sectarian fears, might be re- 
pelled from a larger work. Thus, these 
seeds of great thoughts may be scattered 
even by little wings, just as the seeds of 
the greatest trees of the forest are scat- 
tered by the smallest bird. 

H. A. M. 
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An humble spire, pointing heaven- 
ward from an obscure church, speaks 
of man's nature, man's dignity, man's 
destiny, more eloquently than all the 
columns and arches of Greece and 
Rome, the mausoleums of Asia, or the 
pyramids of Egypt. 



Onf; great and kindling thought from a 
retired and obscure man, may live when 
thrones are fallen, and the memory of 
those who filled them obliterated, and, 
like an undying fire, may illuminate 
and quicken all future generations. 

The worst error in religion, afler all, 
is that of the skeptic, who records trium- 
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phantly the weaknesses and wanderings 
of the human intellect, and maintains 
that no trust is due to the decisions of 
this erring reason. We by no means 
conceive that man's greatest danger 
springs from pride of understanding, 
though we think as badly of this vice as 
other Christians. The history of the 
church proves that men may trust their 
faculties too little as well as too much, 
and that the timidity, which shrinks 
from investigation, has injured the mind, 
and betrayed the interests of Christian- 
ity, as much as an irreverent boldness 

of thought. 

« — ■ 

It is one sign of the tendency of hu- 
man nature to goodness, that it grows 
good under a thousand bad influences. 



No books astonish me like the Gos- 
pels. Jesus, the hero of the story, is a 
more extraordinary being than imagina- 
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tion has feigned, and yet his character 
has an impress of nature, consistency, 
truth, never Burpassed. You have all 
seen portraits, which, as soon as seen, 
you felt to be likenesses, so living were 
they, so natural, so true. Such is the 
impression made on my mind by the 
Gospels. I believe that you or I could 
lift mountains or create a world as easily 
as fanaticism or imposture could have 
created such a character and history as 
that of Jesus Christ. 



God be thanked for books ! They are 
the voices of the distant and the dead, 
and make us heirs of the spiritual life of 
past ages. Books are the true levellers. 
They give to all, w^ho will faithfully use 
them, the society, the spiritual presence, 
of the best and greatest of our race. 
No matter how poor I am. No matter 
though the prosperous of my own time 
will not enter my obscure dwelling. If 
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the sacred writers will enter and take 
up their abode under my roof, if Mil- 
ton will cross my threshold to sing to 
me of Paradise, or Shakspeare to open 
to me the worlds of imagination and 
the workings of the human heart, and 
Franklin to enrich me with his practical 
wisdom, I slipJl not pine for want of 
intellectual companionship; and I may 
become a cultivated man, though ex- 
cluded from what is called the best 
society in the place where I live. 



It is common to speak of the house 
of public worship as a holy place ; but 
it has no exclusive sanctity. The holi- 
est spot on earth, is that v/here the soul 
breathes its purest vows, and forms or 
executes its noblest purposes; and on 
this ground, v/ere I to seek the holiest 
spot in your city, I should not go to 
your splendid sanctuaries, but to closets 
of private prayer. Perhaps the " Holy 
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of Holies" among you is some dark, 
narrow room, from which most of us 
would shrink as unfit for human habi- 
tation; but God dwells there. He hears 
there music more grateful than the swell 
of all your orgo/ns ; sees there a beauty 
such as nature, in her robes of Sj^ring, 
does not unfold; for there he meets, 
and sees, and hears, the humblest, most 
thankful, most trustful worshipper ; sees 
the sorest trials serenely borne, the 
deepest injuries forgiven ; sees toils and 
sacrifices cheerfully sustained, and death 
approached, through a lonely illness, 
with a triumphant faith. The consecra- 
tion which such virtues shed over the 
obscurest spot is not and cannot be 
communicated by any of those outward 
rites by which our splendid structures 
are dedicated to God. 



One great principle, which we should 
lay down as immovably true, is, that if 
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a good work cannot be carried on by the 
calm, self-controlled, benevolent spirit 
of Christianity, then the time for doing 
it has not come. God asks not the aid 
of our vices. He can overrule them 
for good, but they are not the chosen 
instruments of human happiness. 



No department of literature is so false 
as biography. The object is, not to let 
down the hero ; and consequently what 
is most human, most genuine, most 
characteristic in his history is excluded. 
Sometimes, one anecdote will let us into 
the secret of a man's soul, more than 
all the prominent events of his life. 



You knov/ that on earth we some- 
times meet human beings, whose coun- 
tenances, at the first view, scatter all 
distrust, and v/in from us something like 
the reliance of a long-tried friendship. 
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One smile is enough to let us into their 
hearts, to reveal to us a goodness on 
which we may repose. That smile with 
which Jesus will meet the new-born in- 
habitant of heaven, that joyful greet- 
ing, that beaming of love from him who 
bled for us, that tone of welcome — all 
these I can faintly conceive, but no 
language can utter them. The joys of 
centuries will be crowded into that 
meeting. This is not fiction. It is 
truth, founded on the essential laws of 

the mind. 

« ■ 

The greatest benefactor to society is 
not he who serves it by single acts, but 
whose general character is the mani- 
festation of a higher life and spirit than 
pervades the mass. 



How deeply do I commiserate the 
minister, who, in the warmth and fresh- 
ness of youth, is visited with glimpses 
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of higher truth than is imbodied in the 
creed, but who dares not be just to him- 
self, and is made to echo what is not 
the simple, natural expression of his 

own mind ! 

« — . 

When we think that every house 
might be cheered by intelligence, dis- 
interestedness, and refinement, and then 
remember in how many houses the 
higher powers and affections of human 
nature are buried as in tombs, what a 
darkness gathers over society ! 



Fashion is a poor vocation. Its creed, 
that idleness is. a privilege and work a 
disgrace, is among the deadliest errors. 
Without depth of thought, or earnest- 
ness of feeling, or strength of purpose, 
living an unreal life, sacrificing sub- 
stance to show, substituting the fictitious 
for the natural, mistaking a crowd for 
society, finding its chief pleasure in 
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ridicule, and exhausting its ingenuity 
in expedients for killing time, fashion is 
among the last influences unde^r which 
a human being, who respects himself, or 
who comprehends the great end of life, 
would desire to be placed. 



True religion is a life unfolded with- 
in, not something forced on us from 

abroad. 

$ 

The father and mother of an un- 
noticed family, who, in their seclusion, 
awaken the mind of one child to the 
idea and love of perfect goodness, who 
awaken in him a strength of will to 
repel all temptation, and who send him 
out prepared to profit by the conflicts 
of life, surpass in influence a Napoleon, 
breaking the world to his sway. And 
not only is their work higher in kind; 
who knows but that they are doing a 
greater work, even as to extent and sur- 
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face, than the conqueror? Who knows, 
but that the being, whom they inspire 
with holy and disinterested principles, 
may communicate himself to others ; 
and that, by a spreading agency, of 
which they weit the silent origin, 
improvements may spread through a 
nation, throuo-]i the world ? 



No doctrine is more common among 
Christians than that of man's immortal- 
ity J but it is not so generally under- 
stood, that the germs or principles of 
his whole future being are now wrapped 
up in his soul, as the rudiments of the 
future plant in the seed. As a neces- 
sary result of this constitution, the soul, 
possessed and moved by these mighty 
though infant energies, is perpetually 
stretching beyond what is present and 
visible, struggling against the bounds 
of its earthly prison-house, and seeking 
relief and joy in imaginings of unseen 
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and ideal being. This view of our 
nature, which has never been fully de- 
veloped, and which goes further towards 
explaining the contradictions of human 
life than all others, carries us to the 
very foundations and sources of poetry. 
He who cannot interpret by his own 
consciousness what we now have said, 
wants the true key to the works of 
genius. He has not penetrated those 
secret recesses of the soul, where Poe- 
try is born and nourished, and inhales 
immortal vigor, and wings herself for 
her heavenward flight. 



A POOR man, living on bread and 
water, because he will not ask for more 
than bare sustenance requires, and lead- 
ing a quiet, cheerful life through his 
benevolent sympathies, his joy in duty, 
his trust m God, is one of the true 
heroes of the race, and understands bet- 
ter the meaning of happiness than we, 
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who cannot be at ease unless we clothe 
ourselves "in purple, and fare sumptu- 
ously every day ;" unless we surround, 
defend, and adorn ourselves, with all 
the products of nature and art. His 
scantiness of outward means is a sign 
of inward fulness; whilst the slavery, 
in which most of us live, to luxuries 
and accommodations, shows the poverty 
within. 

Religion, as it has been generally 
taught, is any thing but an elevating 
principle. It has been used to scare 
the child, and appal the adult. Men 
have been virtually taught to glorify 
God by flattery, rather than by becom- 
ing excellent and glorious themselves, 
and thus doing honor to their Maker. 
Our dependence on God has been so 
taught, as to extinguish the conscious 
ness of our fret; nature and moral power. 
Religion, in one or another form, has 
always been an engine for crushing the 
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human soul. But such is not the re- 
ligion of Jesus Christ. If it were, it 
would deserve no respect. 



The surest device for making the 
mind a coward and a slave, is a wide- 
spread and closely-cemented church, 
the powers of which are concentrated 
in the hands of a "sacred ordei:," and 
which has succeeded in arrogating to 
its rites or ministers a sway over the 
future world, over the soul's everlasting 
weal or woe. The inevitably degrad- 
ing influence of such a church is de- 
monstrative proof against its divine 
original. 



-f- 



The ■ abolition of war is no longer 
to be set down as a creation of fancy, 
a dream of enthusiastic philanthropy 
Wcir rests on opinion ; and opinion is 
more and more withdrawing its support. 
War rests on c-ontempt of human na- 
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ture ; on the long mournful habit of 
regarding the mass of human beings as 
machines, or as animals ; having no high- 
er use than to be shot at and murdered 
for the glory of a chief, for the seating 
of this or that family on a throne, for 
the petty interests and selfish rivalries 
which have inflamed states to conflict. 
Let the worth of a human being be 
felt, and a main pillar of war will fall. 



A SECT which has true life will seize 
by instinct the emblems and rites which 
are in accordance with itself; and with- 
out life, it v/ill only find in borrowed 
rites its winding'-sheet. 



It has been the fault of all sects, that 
they have been too anxious to define 
their religion. They have labored to 
circumscribe the infinite. Christianity, 
as it exists in the mind of the true dis- 
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ciple, is not made up of fragments, of 
separate ideas, which he can express in 
detached propositions. It is a vast and 
ever-unfolding whole, pervaded by one 
spirit; each precept and doctrine deriv- 
ing its vitality from its union with all. 
When I see this generous, heavenly 
doctrine compressed and cramped in 
human creeds, I feel as I should were 
I to see screws and chains applied to 
the countenance and limbs of a noble 
fellow-creature, deforming and destroy- 
ing one of the. most beautiful works 
of God. 



Influence is to be measured, not by 
the extent of surface it covers, but by 
its Jcind. A man may spread his mind, 
his feelings, and opinions, through a 
great extent, but, if his mind be a low 
one, he manifests no greatness. A 
wretched artist may fill a city with 
daubs, and, by a false, showy style, 
achieve a reputation j but the man of 
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genius, who leaves behind him one 
grand picture, in which immortal beauty 
is imbodied, and which is silently to 
spread a true taste in his art, exerts 
an incomparably higher influence. 



The best style is not that which puts 
the reader most easily and in the shortest 
time in possession of a writer's naked 
thoughts, but that which is the truest 
image of a great intellect, which con- 
veys fully, and carries farthest into other 
souls, the conceptions and feelings of 
a profound and lofty spirit. 



A BLOW given to a single slave is 
a stripe on the souls of all who see or 
hear it. It makes all abject, servile. It 
is not the wound given to the flesh of 
which we now complain. Scar the 
back, and you have done nothing, com- 
pared with the wrong done to the soul. 
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You have either stung that soul with 
infernal passions, with thirst for revenge, 
or, what perhaps is more discouraging, 
you have broken and brutalized it. The 
human spirit has perished under your 
hands, as far as it can be destroyed by 

human force. 

« — 

We have all felt, when looking above 
us into the atmosphere, that there was 
an infinity of space which we could 
not explore. When I look into man's 
spirit, and see there the germs of an 
immortal life, I feel more deeply that 
an infinity lies hid beyond' what I see. 
In the idea of duty'', which springs up 
in every human heart, I discern a law 
more sacred and boundless than gravi- 
tation, which binds the soul to a more 
glorious universe than that to which 
attraction binds the body, and which is 
to endure though the laws of physical 
nature pass away. Every moral senti- 
ment, every intellectual action, is to me 
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a hint, a prophetic sign, of a spiritual 
power to be expanded forever; just as 
a faint ray from a distant star is sig- 
nificant of unimaginable splendor. 



Most Protestant sects are built on the 
Papal foundatiofi. Their creeds and ex- 
communications imbody the grand idea 
of infallibility, as truly as the decrees 
of. Trent and the Vatican. 



If they who wear the chains of creeds 
once knew the happiness of breathing 
the air of freedom, and of moving with 
an unencumbered spirit, no wealth or 
power in the world's gift would bribe 
them to part with their spiritual liberty. 



Our Christian principles must work 
a new miracle, must exercise and ex- 
pel the spirit of caste. The strength. 
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happiness, and true civilization of a 
community are determined by nothing 
more than by a fraternal union among 
all conditions of men. Without this, 
a civil war virtually rages in a state. 



A THEOLOGY at War with the laws 
of physical nature, would be a battle 
of no doubtful issue. The laws of our 
spiritual nature give still less chance 
of success to the system which would 
thwart or stay them. 



We never know a great character 
until something congenial to it has 
grown up withJn ourselves. 



I AM not sorry that society is taxed 
for the drunkard. I would it were 
taxed more. I would the burden of 
sustaining him were so heavy, that we 
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should be compelled to wake up, and 
ask how he may be saved from ruin. 



The dissensions of Protestantism go 
far to constitute its strength. Through 
them its spirit, which is freedom, the 
only spirit which Rome cannot conquer, 

is kept alive. 

— « — . 

We do not find that civilization light- 
ens men's toils : as yet it has increased 
them; and in this I see the sign of a 
deep defect in what we call the prog- 
ress of society. 



Miracles, when considered in a gen- 
eral, abstract manner, — that is, when 
divested of all circumstances, and sup- 
posed to occur as disconnected facts, to 
stand alone in history, to have no 
explanations or reasons in preceding 
events, and no influence on those which 
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follow, — are indeed open to great ob- 
jection, as wanton and useless viola- 
tions of nature's order ; and it is ac- 
cordingly against miracles, considered 
in this naked, general form, that the 
arguments of infidelity are chiefly urged. 
Bat it is great disingenuity to class un- 
der this head the miracles of Christianity. 
They are palpably different. They do 
not stand alone in history, but are most 
intimately incorporated with it. They 
were demanded by the state of the world 
which preceded them, and they have 
left deep traces on all subsequent ages. 
In fact, the history of the whole civilized 
world, since their alleged occurrence, 
has been swayed and colored by them, 
and is wholly inexplicable without them. 



To me the progress of society consists 
in nothing more than in bringing out the 
individual, in giving him a conscious- 
ness of his own being, and in quickening 
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him to strengthen and elevate his own 
mind. 



There are authors in approaching 
whom we are conscious of an access of 
intellectual strength. A " virtue goes 
out " from them. Sometimes a single 
word, spoken by the voice of genius, 
goes far into the heart. A hint, a sug- 
gestion, an undefined delicacy of expres- 
sion, teaches more than we gather from 
volumes of less gifted men. The works 
which we should chiefly study are not 
those which contain the greatest fund of 
knowledge, hut which raise us into sym- 
pathy with the intellectual energy of the 
author, and through which a great mind 
multiplies itself, as it were, in the reader. 



To a man who cherishes a sense of 
God, the great difficulty is, not to account 
for miracles, but to account for their 
rare occurrence. One of the mysteries 
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of the universe is this — that its Author 
retires so continually behind the veil of 
his works ; that the great and good Father 
does not manifest himself more distinctly 
to his creatures. There is something 
like coldness and repulsiveness in in- 
structing us only by fixed, inflexible laws 
of nature. The intercourse of God with 
Adam and the patriarchs suits our best 
conceptions of the relation which he 
bears to the human race, and ought not 
to surprise us more than the expressions 
of a human parent's tenderness and con- 
cern towards his offspring. 



Nature is no Trinitarian. It gives 
not a hint, not a glimpse, of a tripersonal 
author. Trinitarianism is a confined 
system, shut up in a few texts, a few 
written lines, where many of the wisest 
minds have failed to discover it. It is 
not inscribed on the heavens and the 
earth, not borne on every wind, not re- 
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sounding and reechoing through the 
universe. The sun and stars say noth- 
ing of a God of three persons. They all 
speak of the One Father whom we 
adore. To our ears one and the same 
voice comes from God's word and works, 
a full and swelling strain, growing 
clearer, louder, more thrilling as we 
listen, and with one blessed influence 
lifting up our souls to the Almighty 

Father. 

■ ^ — ■ 

I FEAR the spirit of science, at the 
present day, is too often a degradation 
rather than the true culture of the soul. 
It is the bowing down of the heaven- 
born spirit before unthinking mechan- 
ism. It seeks knowledge rather for 
animal, transitory purposes, than for the ■ 
nutriment of the imperishable inward 
life ; and yet the worshippers of science 
pity or contemn the poor, because de- 
nied this means of cultivation. Unhappy 
poor ! Shut out from libraries, labora- 
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tories, and learned institutes ! In view 
of this world's wisdom, it avails you noth- 
ing that your own nature, manifested in 
your own and other souls, that God's 
word and v/orks, that the ocean, earth, 
and sky, are laid open to you ; that you 
may acquaint yourselves with the divine 
perfections, with the character of Christ, 
with the duties of life, with the virtues, 
the generous sacrifices, and the beautiful 
and holy emotions, which are a revela- 
tion and pledge of heaven. All these 
are nothing, do not lift you to the rank 
of cultivated men, because the mysteries 
of the telescope and microscope, of the 
air-pump and crucible, are not revealed 
to you ! 1 would they were revealed to 
you. I believe the time is coming when 
Christian benevolence v/ill dehght in 
spreading all truth and all refinements 
through all ranks of society But mean- 
while be not discouraged. One ray of 
moral and religious truth is worth all the 
wisdom of the schools. One lesson from 
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Christ will carry you higher than yeaps 
of study under those who are too en- 
lightened to follow this celestial guide. 



We wonder, indeed, when we are told, 
that one day we shall be as the angels of 
God. I apprehend that as great a won- 
der has been realized already on the 
earth. I apprehend that the distance 
between the mind of Newton and of a 
Hottentot may have been as great as 
between Newton and an angel. There 
is another view still more striking. This 
Newton, who lifted his calm, sublime 
eye to the heavens, and read among the 
planets and the stars the great law of 
the material .universe, was, forty or fifty 
years before, an infant, without one 
clear perception, and unable to distin- 
guish his nurse's arm from the pillow on 
which he slept. Howard, too, wlio, un- 
der the strength of an all-sacrificing 
benevolence, explored the depths of hu- 
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man suffering, was, forty or fifty years 
before, an infant, wholly absorbed m 
himself, grasping at all he sawj and al- 
most breaking his little heart with fits of 
passion, when the idlest toy was with- 
held. Has not man already traversed as 
wide a space as separates him from 
angels ? 

, — ^ — 

One of the excellences of Christianity 
is, that it is not an abstruse theory, not 
wrapped up in abstract phrases, but 
taught us in facts, in narratives. It 
lives, moves, speaks, and acts before our 
eyes. Christian love is not taught us in 
cold precepts. It speaks from the cross. 
So immortality is not a vague promise. 
It breaks forth like the morning from 
the tomb near Calvary. It becomes a 
glorious reality in the person of the ris- 
ing Savior, and his ascension opens to 
our view the heaven into which he 
enters. It is this historical form of our 



y Google 



34 THOUGHTS. 

religion which pecuharly adapts it to 
childhood, to the imagination and heart 
which open first in childhood. 



The church is important only as it 
ministers to purity of heart and life ; and 
every church which so ministers is a 
good one ; no matter how, when, or 
where it grew up ; no matter whether it 
worship on its knees, or on its feet, or 
whether its ministers are ordained by 
pope, bishop, presbyter, or people ; these 
are secondary things, and of no com- 
parative moment. The church which 
opens on heaven is that, and that only, 
in which the spirit of heaven dwells. 
The church Vv^here worship rises to God's 
ear is that, and that only, where the soul 
ascends. No matter whether it be gath- 
ered in cathedral or barn ; whether it sit 
in silence or send up a hymn ; whether 
the minister speak from carefully-pre 
pared notes, or from immediate, fervent, 
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irrepressible suggestion. If God be 
loved, and Jesus Christ be welcomed to 
the soul, and his instructions be meekly 
and wisely heard, and the solemn pur- 
pose grow up to do all duty amidst all 
conflict, sacrifice, and temptation, then 
the true end of the church is answered. 
" This is no other than the house of God, 
the gate of heaven.' 



Free trade ! — this is the plain duty 
and the plain interest of the human race. 
To level all barriers to free exchange, to 
cut up the system of restriction, root and 
branch, to open every port on earth to 
every product, — this is the office of en- 
lightened humanity. To this a free 
nation should especially pledge itself. 
Freedom of the seas, freedom of har- 
bors, an intercourse of nations free as 
the winds, — this is not a dream of phi- 
lanthropists. We are tending towards 
it, and let us hasten it. Under a wiser 
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and more Christian civilization we shall 
look back on our present restrictions as 
we do on the swaddling bands by which, 
in darker times, the human body was 

compressed. 

■ — ^— — 

I DO not think that so much harm is 
done by giving error to a child, as by 
giving truth in a lifeless form. 



It is by his personal endowments, by 
his intellectual, moral, and religious 
worth, by his faithfulness and zeal, and 
not through any mysterious ceremony or 
power, that the minister enlightens and 
edifies the church. What matters it how 
he is ordained and set apart, if he give 
himself to his work in the fear of God ? 
What matters it who has laid hands on 
him, or whether he stands up in surplice 
or drab coat ? I go to church to be 
benefited, not by hands or coats, but by 
the action of an enlightened and holy 
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teacher on my mind and heart; not an 
overpowering, irresistible action, but 
such as becomes effectual through my 
own free thought and will. I go to be 
convinced of what is true, and to be 
warmed with love of what is good ; and 
he who thus helps me is a true minister, 
no matter from what school, consistory, 
or ecclesiastical body, he comes. He 
carries his commission in his soul. Do 
not say that his ministry has no " validi- 
ty," because Rome, or Geneva, or Lam- 
beth, or Andover, or Princeton, has not 
laid hands on him. What ! has he not 
opened my eyes to see, and roused my 
conscience to reprove ? As I have heard 
him, has not my heart burned within me, 
and have 1 not silently given myself to 
God with new humility and love ? Has 
he not taught and helped me to deny 
myself, to conquer the world, to do good 
to a foe ? Have 1 not been pierced by 
his warnings, and softened by his looks 
and tones of love ? Has he done this, 
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and yet has his ministry no " validity " ? 
What other validity can there be than 
this ? If a generous friend gives me 
water to drink when I am parched with 
thirst, and I drink and am refreshed, 
will it do to tell me that because he did 
not buy the cup at a certain licensed 
shop, or draw the water at a certain 
antiquated cistern, therefore his act of 
kindness is "invalid," and 1 am as 
thirsty and weak as I was before ? 
What more can a minister with mitre 
or tiara do than help me, by wise and 
touching manifestations of God's truth, 
to become a holier, nobler man ? If my 
soul be made alive, no matter who min- 
isters to me ; and if not, the ordinances 
of the church, whether high or low, 
orthodox or heretical, are ot no validity, 
so far as I am concerned. The diseased 
man who is restored to health cares little 
whether his , physician wears wig or 
cowl, or receives his diploma from Paris 
or London; and so to the regenerate 
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man it is of little moment where, or by 
what processes, he became a temple of 
the Holy Spirit. 



Men, in general, cannot now endure 
to think that their own narrow church 
holds all the goodness on the earth. 
True, much intolerance remains ; its 
separating walls are not fallen ; but, 
with a few exceptions, they no longer 
reach to the clouds. Many of them 
have crumbled away, till the men whom 
they sever can shake hands, and ex- 
change words of fellowship, and recog- 
nize in one another's faces the features 

of brethren. 

« — 

The day-laborer, who earns, with 
horny hand and the sweat of his face, 
coarse food for a wife and children whom 
he loves, is raised, by this generous mo- 
tive, to true dignity ; and, though want- 
ing the refinements of life, is a nobWt 



y Google 



40 THOUGHTS. 

being than those who think themselves 
absolved by wealth fi'om serving others. 



The great sources of intellectual 
power and progress to a people are its 
strong and original thinkers, be they 
found where they may. Government 
cannot, and does not, extend the bounds 
of knowledge ; cannot make experiments 
in the laboratory, explore the laws of 
animal or vegetable nature, or establish 
the principles of criticism, morals, and 
religion. The energy which is to carry 
forward the intellect of a people, belongs 
chiefly to private individuals, who devote 
themselves to lonely thought, who wor- 
ship truth, who originate the views 
demanded by their age, who help us to 
throw oif the yoke of established preju- 
dices, who improve old modes of educa- 
tion or invent better. It is true that 
great men at the head of affairs may, 
and often do, contribute much to the 
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growth of a nation's mind. But it too 
often happens that their station obstructs, 
rather than aids, their usefulness. Their 
connection with a party, and the habit of 
viewing subjects in reference to personal 
aggrandizement, too often obscure the 
noblest intellects, and convert into pa- 
trons of narrow views and temporary in- 
terests those who, in other conditions, 
would have been the lights of their age, 
and the propagators of everlasting truth. 



Men who, to support a creed, would 
shake our trust in the calm, deliberate, 
and distinct decisions of our rational and 
moral powers, endanger religion more 
than its open foes, and forge the deadliest 
weapon for the infidel. 



All Protestant sects tell the learner to 
listen to Jesus Christ; but most of them 
shout around him their own articles so 
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vehemently and imperiously, that the 
voice of the heavenly Master is well nigh 
drowned. He is told to listen to Christ, 
but told that he will be damned if he 
receives any lessons but such as are 
taught in the creed. He is told that 
Christ's word alone is infallible, but that, 
unless it is received as interpreted by 
fallible men, he will be excluded from 
the communion of Christians. This is 
what shocks me in the creed-maker. He 
interposes himself between me and my 
Savior. He dares not trust me alone 
with Jesus. He dares not leave me the 
word of God. 



No punishment is so terrible as pros- 
perous guilt. 



Do not, as some do, look on the child 
as born under the curse of God ; as 
naturally hostile to all goodness and 
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truth. -What ! the child totally de- 
praved ! Can it be that such a thought 
ever entered the mind of a human be-, 
ing ? especially of a parent ! What ! in 
the beauty of childhood and youth, in 
that open brow, that cheerful smile, do 
you see the brand of total corruption ? 
Is it a little fiend who sleeps so sweetly 
on his mother's breast ? Was it an in- 
fant demon, which Jesus took in his 
arms, and said, " Of such is the kingdom 
of heaven " ? Is the child, who, as you 
relate to him a story of suffering or 
generosity, listens with a tearful or 
kindling eye and a throbbing heart, is he 
a child of hell ? As soon could I look 
on the sun, and think it the source of 
darkness, as on the countenance of 
childhood and youth, and see total de- 
pravity written there. 



Public opinion cannot do for virtue 
what it does for vice. It is the essence 
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of virtue to look above opinion. Vice is 
consistent with, and very often strength- 
ened by, entire subserviency to it. 



He that can understand and delight in 
greatness was created to partake of it; 
the germ is in him ; and sometimes this 
admiration, in what we deem inferior 
minds, discovers a nobler spirit than be- 
longs to the great man who awakens it ; 
for sometimes the great man is so ab- 
sorbed in his own greatness, as to ad- 
mire no other ; and I should not hesitate 
to say, that a common mind, which is 
yet capable of a generous admiration, is 
destined to rise higher than the man of 
eminent capacities, who can enjoy no 
power or excellence but his own. 



That piety may exist, it is not enough 
to know that God alone, and constantly, 
sustains all beings. This is not a foun- 
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dation for moral feeling towards him. 
The great question on which religion 
rests, is, What kind of a universe does he 
create and sustain ? Were a being of 
vast power to give birth to a system of 
unmeasured, unmitigated evil, depend- 
ence on him would be any thing but a 
ground of reverence. We should hate 
it, and long to flee from it into non- 
existence. The great question, I repeat, 
is, What is the nature, the end, the pur- 
pose of the creation which God upholds ? 
On this, and on the relations growing 
out of this, religion wholly rests. 



Did I believe, what Trinitarianism 
teaches, that not the least transgression, 
not even the first sin of the dawning 
mind of the child, can be remitted with- 
out an infinite expiation, I should feel 
myself living under a legislation un- 
speakably dreadful, under laws written, 
like Draco's, in blood; and, instead of 
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thanking the Sovereign for providing an 
infinite substitute, I should shudder at 
the attributes which render this expe- 
dient necessary. 



Better be cold than affect to feel. 
In truth, nothing is so cold as an as- 
sumed, noisy enthusiasm. Its best em- 
blem is the northern blast of winter, 
which freezes as it roars. 



To myself the most effectual church is 
that in which I see the signs of Christian 
affection in those around me, in which 
warm hearts are beating on every side, 
in which a deep stillness speaks of the 
absorbed soul, in which I recognize 
fellow-beings, who, in common life, have 
impressed me with their piety. One 
look from a beaming countenance, one 
tone in singing from a deeply-moved 
heart, perhaps aids me more than the 
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sermon. When nothing is said, I feel it 
to be good to be among the devout ; and 
I wonder not that the Quakers, in some 
of their still meetings, profess to hold the 
most intimate union, not only with God, 
but with each other. It is not with the 
voice only that man communicates with 
man. Nothing is so eloquent as the 
deep silence of a crowd. A sigh, a low 
breathing, sometimes pours into us our 
neighbor's soul more than a volume of 
words. There is a communication more 
subtile than freemasonry between those 
who feel alike. How contagious is holy 
feeling ! On the other hand, how 
freezing, how palsying is the gathering 
of a multitude who feel nothing, who 
come to God's house without reverence, 
without love, who gaze around on each 
other as if they were assembled at a 
show, whose restlessness keeps up a 
slightly-disturbing sound, whose coun- 
tenances reveal no collectedness, no 
earnestness, but a frivolous or absent 
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mind ! The very sanctity of the place 
makes this indifference more chilling. 
One of the coldest spots on earth is a 
church without devotion. What is it to 
me that a costly temple is set apart, by 
ever so many rites, for God's service, 
that priests, who trace their lineage to 
the apostles, have consecrated it, if I find 
it thronged by the worldly and unde- 
vout.? This is no church to me. I go to 
meet, not human bodies, but souls; and 
if I find them in an upper room, like that 
where the first disciples met, or in a 
shed, or in a street, there I find a 
church 3 there is the true altar, the sweet 
incense, the accepted priest. These all 
I find in sanctified souls. 



Great nations, like great boys, place 
their honor in resisting insult, and in 
fighting well. One would think the 
time had gone by, in which nations 
needed to, rush to arms, to prove that 
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they were not cowards. If there is one 
truth which history has taught, it is 
that communities, in all stages of society, 
from the most barbarous to the most 
civilized, have sufficient courage. No 
people can charge upon its conscience 
that it has not shed blood enough in 
proof of its valor. Almost any man, 
under the usual stimulants of the camp, 
can stand fire. 



To leave a people to themselves, is 
generally the best service their rulers 
can render. 



Statesmen work in the dark, until 
the idea of right towers above expe- 
diency or wealth. 



The human being has been subjected 
to a stern criticism. It has been forgot- 
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ten that he is as yet an infant, new to 
existence, unconscious of liis powers ; 
and he has been expected to see clearly, 
walk firmly, and act perfectly. Espe- 
cially in estimating his transgressions, 
the chief regard has been had, not to his 
finite nature and present stage of devel- 
opment, but to the infinity of the being 
against whom he has sinned ; so that 
God's greatness, instead of being made a 
ground of hope, has been used to plunge 
man into despair. 



It is said that, in forming civil society, 
the individual surrenders a part of his 
rights. It would be more proper to say 
that he adopts new modes of securing 
them. 

By looking at the sun, we lose the 
power of seeing other objects. It was, 
I conceive, one design of God, in hiding 
himself so far from us, in throwing 



y Google 



THOUGHTS. 51 

around himself the veil of his works, to 
prevent this very evil. He intended 
that our faculties should be left at liberty 
to act on other things beside himself; 
that the will should not be crushed by 
his overpowering greatness ; that we 
should be free agents; that we should 
recognize rights in ourselves and in 
others, as well as in the Creator, and thus 
be introduced into a wide and e\rer-en- 
larging sphere of action and duty. 



Men's characters are determined, not 
by the opinions which they profess, but 
by those on which their thoughts habitu- 
ally fasten, which recur to them most 
forcibly, and which color their ordinary 
views of God and duty. The creed of 
habit, imitation, or fear, may be defended 
stoutly, and yet have little practical in- 
fluence. The mind, when compelled, by 
education or other circumstances, to re- 
ceive irrational doctrines, has yet a 
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power of keeping thera, as it were, on 
its surface, of excluding them from its 
depths, of refusing to incorporate them 
with its own being ; and when burdened 
with a mixed and incongruous system, 
it often discovers a sagacity which re- 
minds us of the instinct of inferior ani- 
mals, in selecting the healthful and 
nutritious portions, and in making them 
its daily food. Accordingly, the real faith 
often corresponds little with that which 
is professed. It often happens, that, 
through the progress of the mind in 
light and virtue, opinions, once central, 
are gradually thrown outward, lose their 
vitality, and cease to be principles of 
action, whilst through habit they are 
defended as articles of faith. 



Social order is better preserved by 
liberty than by restraint. A community 
which should open a great variety of 
spheres to its members, so that all might 



y Google 



THOUGHTS. 53 

find free scope for their powers, would 
need little array of force for restraint. 
Liberty would prove the best peace- 
officer. The social order of New Eng- 
land, without a soldier, and almost with- 
out a police, bears loud witness to this 

truth. 

« — 

We hear much at present of efforts to 
spread the gospel. But Christianity is 
gaining more by the removal of degrad- 
ing errors, than it would by armies of 
missionaries who should carry with them 
a corrupted form of the religion. 



It is the sensualities, the earthlinessj- 
of those who give the tone to public 
sentiment, which is chargeable with a 
vast amount of the intemperance of the 
poor. 

Suppose that we meet together in a 
place consecrated by all manner of 
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forms, but that nothing of Christ's spirit 
dwells in us. With all its forms, it is 
a synagogue of Satan, not a church of 
Jesus. Christ in the hearts of men is 
the only church bond. The Catholics, to 
give them a feeling of the present Savior, 
adorn their temples with paintings, rep- 
resenting him in the most affecting 
scenes of his life and death; and had 
worship never been directed to these, I 
should not object to them. But there is 
a far higher likeness to Christ than the 
artist ever drew or chiseled. It exists 
in the heart of his true disciple. The 
true disciple surpasses Raphael and Mi- 
chael Ano-elo. 



It is strange that laboring men do not 
think more of the vast usefulness of 
their toils, and take a benevolent pleas- 
ure in them on this account. One 
would think that a carpenter or mason, 
on passing a house which he had reared, 
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would say to himself, " This work of 
mine is giving comfort and enjoyment 
every day and every hour to a family, 
and will continue to be a kindly shelter, 
a domestic gathering-place, an abode of 
affection, for a century or more after 1 
sleep in the dust; " and ought not a gen- 
erous satisfaction to spring up at the 
thought ? 

There is no portion of human his- 
tory more humbling than that of sects. 
When I meditate on the grand moral, 
spiritual purpose of Christianity, in 
which all its glory consists ; when I 
consider how plainly Christianity at- 
taches importance to nothing but to the 
moral excellence, the disinterested, di- 
vine virtue, which was imbodied in the 
teaching and life of its founder ; and 
when, from this position, 1 look down on 
the sects which have figured, and now 
figure, in the church ; when 1 see them 
making such a stir about matters gener- 
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ally so unessential ; when I see them 
seizing on a disputed and disputable 
doctrine, making it a watchword, a test 
of God's favor, a bond of communion, a 
ground of self-complacency, a badge of 
peculiar holiness, a warrant for con- 
demning its rejectors, however imbued 
with the spirit of Christ ; when I see 
them overlooking the weightier matters 
of the law, and laying infinite stress 
here on a bishop and prayer-book, there 
on the quantity of water applied in 
baptism, and there on some dark solu- 
tion of an incomprehensible article of 
faith J when I see the mock dignity of 
their exclusive claims to truth, to church- 
ship, to the promises of God's word ', 
when 1 hear the mimic thunderbolts 
of denunciation and excommunication 
which they delight to hurl; when I 
consider how their deep theology, in 
proportion as it is examined, evaporates 
into words, how many opposite and 
extravagant notions are covered by the 
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same broad shield of mystery and tradi- 
tion, and how commonly the persuasion 
of infallibility is proportioned to the ab- 
surdity of the creed ; when I consider 
these things, and other matters of like im- 
port, I am lost in amazerrw.nt at the amount 
of arrogant folly, of self-complacent in- 
tolerance, of almost incredible blindness 
to the end and essence of Christianity, 
which the history of sects reveals. 



1 SEE in Christianity nothing narrow- 
ing or depressing, nothing of the little- 
ness of the systems which human craft, 
fear, and ambition have engendered. I 
meet there no minute legislation, no de- 
scending to precise details, no arbitrary 
injunctions, no yoke of ceremonies, no 
outward religion. Every thing breathes 
freedom, liberality, enlargement. I meet 
there, not a formal, rigid creed, binding 
on the intellect, through all ages, the 
mechanical, passive repetition o± the 
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same words and the same ideas ; but I 
meet a few grand, all-comprehending 
truths, which are given to the soul to 
be developed and applied by itself; given 
to it, as seed to the sower, to be cherished 
and expanded by its ov/n thought, love, 
and obedience, into more and more glo- 
rious fruits of wisdom and virtue. 



With few exceptions, the Trinitarian 
theology of the present day is greatly 
deficient in freshness of thought, and in 
power to awaken the interest, and to 
meet the intellectual and spiritual wants, 
of thinking men. 1 see, indeed, superior 
minds, and great minds among the adhe- 
rents of the prevalent system , but they 
seem to me to move in chains, and to 
fulfil poorly their high functions of add- 
ing to the wealth of the human intellect. 
In theological discussion, they remind 
me more of Samson grinding in the nar- 
row mill of the Fhilistines, than of that 
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undaunted cha,mpion achieving victories 
for Go-d's people, and enlarging the 
bounds of their inheritance. 



In discussions of an irritating nature, 
the true way of doing good is, to purify 
ourselves from all unworthy motives, to 
cherish disinterested sentiments and un- 
affected good-will towards those from 
whom we differ, and then to leave the 
mind to utter itself naturally and spon- 
taneously. Nothing is to be gained by 
caution, circumlocution, plausible soft- 
enings of language, and other arts, 
which, in destroying confidence, defeat 
their own end. 



The passion for gain is every where 
sapping pure and generous feeling, and 
every where raises up bitter foes against 
any reform which may threaten to tarn 
aside a stream of wealth. 1 sometimes 
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feel as if a great social revolution were 
necessary to break up our present mer- 
cenary civilization, in order that Chris- 
tianity, now repelled by the almost uni- 
versal worldJiness, may come into new 
contact with the soul, and may recon- 
struct society after its own pure and dis- 
interested principles. 



Trinitarianism is a riddle. Men call 
it a mystery ; but it is mysterious, not 
like the great truths of religion, by its 
vastness and grandeur, but by the irrec- 
oncilable ideas which it involves. 



Monks shut up in cells ; a priesthood 
cut off by celibacy from the sympathies 
and most interesting relations in life ; 
and universities enslaved to a scholastic 
logic, and taught to place wisdom in 
verbal subtilties and unintelligible defini- 
tions, — these took Christianity into their 
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keeping; and, at their chilling touch, 
this generous religion, so full of life and 
affection^ became a dry, frigid, abstract 
system. Christianity, as it came from 
their hands, and as it has been trans- 
mitted by a majority of Protestant di- 
vines, reminds us of the human form, 
compressed by swathing-bands, until 
every joint is rigid, every movement 
constrained, and almost all the beauty 
and grace of nature obliterated. 



To one who reflects, there is something 
very shocking in the decorations of war. 
If men must fight, let them wear the 
badges which become their craft. It 
would shock us to see a hangman dressed 
out in scarf and epaulet,' and marching 
with merry music to the place of punish- 
ment. The soldier has a sadder work 
than the hangman. His office is not to 
despatch occasionally a single crimmal ; 
he goes to the slaughter of thousands 
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as free from crime as himself. The 
sword is worn as an ornament ; and yet 
its use is to pierce the heart of a fellow- 
creature. As well might the butcher 
parade before us his knife, or the execu- 
tioner his axe or halter. Allow war to 
be necessary, — still it is a horrible neces- 
sity, a work to jfill a good man with an- 
guish of spirit. Shall it be turned into 
an occasion of pomp and merriment ? 



Woe to that church which looks round 
for forms to wake it up to spiritual 
life. The dying man is not to be revived 
by a new dress, however graceful. 



The dress of Europe, not many cen- 
turies ago, was fashioned very much 
after what may be called the harlequin 
style ; that is, it affected strong colors 
and strong contrasts. This taste belongs 
to rude ages, and has passed away very 
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much with the progress of civilization. 
The military dress alone has escaped the 
reform. The military man is the only 
harlequin left us from ancient times. 



The creed-maker defines Jesus in 
half a dozen lines, perhaps in metaphys- 
ical terms, and calls me to assent to this 
account of my Savior. I learn less of 
Christ by this process than I should 
learn of the sun, by being told that this 
glorious luminary is a circle about a foot 
in diameter. 



The most effectual method of expel- 
ling error, is, not to meet it sword in 
hand, but gradually to instil great truths, 
with which it cannot easily coexist, and 
by which the mind outgrows it. The 
old superstitions about ghosts and dreams 
were not expelled by argument, — for 
hardly a book was written against them ; 
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but men gradually outgrew them ; and 

the spectres which had haunted the 

terror-stricken soul for ages, fled before 

an improved philosophy, just as they 

were supposed to vanish before the rising 

sun. 

« 

He who does a bad deed says, more 
strongly than words can utter, ^' I cast 
away a portion of future good j I resolve 
on future pain." 



One and only one evil can be carried 
from this world to the next, and that is, 
the evil within us, moral evil, — guilt, 
crime, ungoverned passion, the depraved 
mind, the memory of a wasted or ill- 
spent life, the character which has 
grown up under neglect of God's voice 
in the soul and in his word. This, this 
will go with us, to stamp itself on our 
future frames, to darken our future be- 
ing, to separate us, like an impassable 
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gulf, from our Creator, and from pure 
and happy beings, to be as a consuming 
fire and an undying worm. 



The grandeur of man's nature turns 
to insignificance all outward distinctions. 
His powers of intellect, of conscience, 
of love, of knowing God, of perceiving 
the beautiful, of acting on his own 
mind, on outward nature, and on his fel- 
low-creatures, — these are glorious pre- 
rogatives. Through the vulgar error of 
undervaluing what is common, we are 
apt, indeed, to pass these by as of little 
worth. But as in the outward creation, 
so in the soul, the common is the most 
precious. Science and art may invent 
splendid modes of illuminating the apart- 
ments of the opulent ; but these are all 
poor and worthless, compared with the 
common light which the sun sends into 
all our windows, which he pours freely, 
impartially over hill and valley, which 
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kindles daily the eastern and western 
sky ; and so the common lights of rea- 
son, and conscience, and love, are of 
more worth and dig-nity than the rare 
endowments which give celebrity to a 

few. 

— 

We ought to think much more of 
walking in the right path than of reach- 
ing our end. We should desire virtue 
more than success. If by one wrong 
deed we could accomplish the liberation 
of millions, and in no other way, we 
ought to feel that this good, for which, 
perhaps, we had prayed with an agony 
of desire,' was denied us by God, was 
reserved for other times and other 

hands. 

« — 

All truth is of a prolific nature, and 
has connections not immediately per- 
ceived; and it may be that what we 
call vain speculations may, at no dis- 
tant period, link thems^elves with some 
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new facts or theories, and guide a pro- 
found thinker to the most important re- 
sults. The ancient mathematician, when 
absorbed in solitary thought, little im- 
agined that his theorems, after the 
lapse of ages, were to be applied, by the 
mind of Newton, to the solution of the 
mysteries of the universe, and not only 
to guide the astronomer through the 
heavens, but the navigator through the 
pathless ocean. 



Who can measure the power of 
Christian philanthropy, of enlightened 
goodness, pouring itself forth, in prayers 
and persuasions, from the press and 
pulpit, from the lips and hearts of de- 
voted men, and more and more binding 
together all the wise and good in the 
cause of their race ? All other powers 
may fail. This must triumph. It is 
leagued with God's omnipotence. It is 
God himself acting in the hearts of his 
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children. It has an ally in every con 
science, in every human breast, in the 
wrong-doer himself. 



All sincere partakers of Christian 
virtue are essentially one. In the spirit 
which pervades them dwells a uniting 
power found in no other tie. Though 
separated by oceans, they have sympa.- 
thies strong and indissoluble. Accord- 
ingly, the clear, strong utterance of one 
gifted, inspired Christian flies through 
the earth. It touches kindred chords in 
another hemisphere. The word of such 
a man as Fenelon, for instance, finds its 
way into the souls of scattered millions. 
Are not he and they of one church ? I 
thrill with joy at the name of holy men 
who lived ages ago. Ages do not divide 
us. I venerate them more for their an- 
tiquity. Are we not one body ? Is not 
this union something real ? It is not 
men's coming together in one building 
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which makes a church. Suppose that, in 
a place of worship, I sit so near a fellow- 
creature as to touch him ; but that there 
is no common feeling between us ; that 
the truth which moves me he inwardly 
smiles at as a dream of fancy ; that the 
disinterestedness which I honor he calls 
weakness or wild enthusiasm. How far 
apart are we, though visibly so near ! 
We belong to diiFerent worlds. How 
much nearer am I to some pure, gener- 
ous spirit in another continent, whose 
word has penetrated my heart, whose 
virtues have kindled me to emulation, 
whose pure thoughts are passing through 
my mind while I sit in the house of 
prayer ! With which of these two have 
I church union ? 



Men's reasonings on practical subjects 
are not cold, logical processes, standing 
separate in the mind, but are carried on 
in intimate connection with their preva- 
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lent feelings and modes of thought. 
Generally speaking, that, and that only, 
is truth to a man which accords with the 
common tone of his mind, with the mass 
of his impressions, with the results of 
his experience, with his measure of in- 
tellectual development, and especially 
with those deep convictions and biases 
which constitute what we call character. 



The exaltation of talent, as it is called, 
above virtue and religion, is the curse of 
the age. 

Every man is a volume, if you know 
how to read him. 



One of the great evils of society is, 
that men occupied perpetually with pet- 
ty details, want general truths, want 
broad and fixed principles. Hence many, 
not wicked, are unstable, habitually in- 
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consistent, as if they were overgrown 
children, rather than men. 



Nothing has so stripped Christianity 
of its power, as the conversion of it into 
a state machine, as the polluting touch 
of the politician, who has caused it to be 
preached to the lower ranks, and to be 
professed by the higher, in order that 
the old polity, with its inveterate abuses, 
may stand fast, and that the accumula- 
tion of property in a few hands may be 
undisturbed. Religion, taught for such 
ends, is among the worst foes of social 
progress. 

There is a strong tendency in men to 
attach the idea of necessity to an un- 
changing regularity of operation, and to 
imagine bounds to a being who keeps one 
un deviating path, or who repeats him- 
self perpetually. Hence 1 rejoice in 
miracles. They show and assert the 
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supremacy of mind in the universe. 
They manifest a spiritual power which 
is in no deg-ree inthralled by the laws of 
matter. I rejoice in these witnesses to 
so great a truth. 1 rejoice in whatever 
proves that this order of nature, w^hich 
so often weighs on me as a chain, and 
which contains no promise pf my per- 
fection, is not supreme and immutable, 
and that the Creator is not restricted to 
the narrow modes of operation with 
which 1 am most familiar. 



Our great and most difficult duty, as 
social beings, is, to derive constant aid 
from society without taking its yoke ; to 
open our minds to the thoughts, reason- 
ings, and persuasions of others, and yet 
to hold fast the sacred right of private 
judgment ; to receive impulses from our 
fellow-beings, and yet to act from our 
own souls; to sympathize with others, 
and yet to determine our own feelings ; 
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to act with others, and yet to follow our 
own consciences; to unite social defer- 
ence and self-dominion; to join moral 
self-subsistence with social dependence ; 
to respect others without losing self- 
respect; to love our friends, and to rev- 
erence our superiors, whilst our supreme 
homage is given to that moral perfection 
which no friend and no superior has 
realized, and which, if faithfully pur- 
sued, will often demand separation from 
all around us. Such is our great work 
as social beings, and, to perform it, we 
should look habitually to Jesus Christ, 
who was distinguished by nothing more 
than by moral independence, than by re- 
sisting and overcoming the world. 



It is a fact worthy of serious thought, 
and full of solemn instruction, that many 
of the worst errors have grown out of 
the religious tendencies of the mind. 
So necessary is it to keep watch over 
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our whole nature, to subject the highest 
sentiinerits to the cahai, conscientious 
reason. 



Absolute power was not meant for 
man. There is, indeed, an exception to 
this rule. There is one case in which 
God puts a human being, wholly defence- 
less, into another's hands. I refer to the 
child, who is wholly subjected to a pa- 
rent's will. But observe how carefull}?", 
I might almost say anxiously, God has 
provided against the abuse of this power. 
He has raised up for the child, in the 
heart of the parent, a guardian, whom 
the mightiest on earth cannot resist. 
He has fitted the parent for this trust, 
by teaching him to love his offspring 
better than himself. No eloquence on 
earth is so subduing as the moaning of 
the infant when in pain. No reward is 
sweeter than that infant's smile. We 
say, God has put the infant in the pa- 
rent's hands. Might we not more truly 
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saj, that he has put the parent into the 
child's power ? That little being sends 
forth his father to toil, and makes the 
mother watch over him by day, and fix 
on him her sleepless eyes by night. No 
tyrant lays such a yoke. Thus God has 
fenced and secured from abuse the power 
of the parent ; and yet even the parent 
has been known, in a moment of passion, 
to be cruel to his child. Is man, then, 
to be trusted with power over a fellow- 
creature, who, instead of being com- 
mended by nature to his tenderest love, 
belongs to a despised race, is regarded as 
property, is made the passive instrument 
of his gratification and gain .? I ask no 
documents to prove the abuses of this 
power, nor do I care what is said to dis- 
prove them. Millions may rise up and 
tell me that the slave sufiers little from 
cruelty. I know too much of human 
nature, human history, human passion, 
to believe them. I acquit slaveholders 
of all peculiar depravity. I judge them 
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by myself. 1 say, that absolute power 
always corrupts human nature more or 
less. I say, that extraordinary, almost 
miraculous self-control is necessary to 
secure the slaveholder from provocation 
and passion ; and is self-control the vir- 
tue which, above all others, grows up 
amidst the possession of irresponsible 

dominion ? 

« 

Pantheism, if it leave man a free 
agent, is a comparatively harmless spec- 
ulation ; as we see in the case of Milton. 
The denial of moral freedom, could it 
really be believed, would prove the most 
fatal of errors. If Edwards's work on 
the will could really answer its end ; if 
it could thoroughly persuade men that 
they are bound by an irresistible neces- 
sity ; that their actions were fixed links 
in the chain of destiny ; that there was 
but one agent, — God, — in the uni- 
verse ; it would be one of the mo-st per- 
nicious books ever issued from our press. 



y Google 



THOUGHTS. 77 

Happily, it is a demonstration which no 
man believes, which the whole con- 
sciousness contradicts. 



One of the tremendous evils of the 
world is the monstrous accumulation of 
power in a few hands. Half a dozen 
men may, at this moment, light the fires 
of war through the world, may convulse 
all civilized nations, sweep earth and 
sea with armed hosts, spread desola- 
tion through the fields and bankruptcy 
through cities, and make themselves felt 
by some form of suffering through every 
household in Christendom. 



There is one grand, all-comprehending 
church; and if 1 am a Christian, I belong 
to it, and no man can shut me out of it. 
You may exclude me from your Pt-oman 
church, your Episcopal church, and your 
Calvin istio church, on account of sup- 
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posed defects in my creed or my sect ; 
and I am content to be excluded. But I 
will not be severed from the great body 
of Christ. Who shall sunder me from 
such men as Fenelon, and Pascal, and 
Borromeo, from Archbishop Leighton, 
Jeremy Taylor, and John Howard ? 
Who can rupture the spiritual bond 
between these men and myself.? Do I 
not hold them dear ? Does not their 
spirit, flowing out through their writings 
and lives, penetrate my soul? Are they 
not a portion of my being ? Am 1 not a 
different man from what I should have 
been, had not these and other like spirits 
acted on mine ? And is it in the ]>ower 
of synod, or conclave, or of all the ec- 
clesiastical combinations on earth, to 
part me from them ? 1 am bound to 
them by thought and affection ; and 
can these be suppressed by the bull of 
a pope, or the excommunication of a 
council ? The soul breaks scornfully 
these barriers, these webs of spiders, and 
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joins itself to the great and good; and, if- 
it possesses their spirit, will the great and 
good, living or dead, cast it off because it 
has not enrolled itself in this or another 
sect ? A pure mind is free of the universe. 
It belongs to the church, the family of the 
pure, in all worlds. Virtue is no local 
thing. It is not honorable because born 
in this community or that, but for its 
own independent and everlasting beauty. 
This is the bond of the universal church. 
No man can be excommunicated from it 
but by himself, by the death of goodness 
in his own breast. All sentences of ex- 
clusion are vain, if he do not dissolve the 
tie of purity which binds him to all holy 



Great effort from great motives is the 
best definition of a happy life. 



Better for a minister to preach in 
barns or the open air, where he may 
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speak the truth from the fulness of his 
soul, than to lift up in cathedrals, amidst 
pomp and wealth, a voice which is not 
true to his inward thoughts. 



It is the direct influence of Trinitari- 
anism to materialize men's conceptions 
of God. This system is a relapse into 
the error of the earliest and rudest ages, 
into the worship of a corporeal God. Its 
leading feature is, the doctrine of a God 
clothed with a body^ and acting and 
speaking through a material frame, of 
the Infinite Divinity dying on a cross ; 
a doctrine, which in earthliness reminds 
us of the mythology of the rudest pa- 
gans, and which a pious Jew, in the 
twilight of the Mosaic religion, would 
have shrunk from with horror. 



PIe who possesses the divine powers 
of the soul is a great being, be his place 
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what it may. You may clothe him with 
rags, may immure him in a dungeon, 
may chain him to slavish tasks ; but he 
is still great. You may shut him out of 
your houses; but God opens to him 
heavenly mansions. He makes no show, 
indeed, in the streets of a splendid city ; 
but a clear thought, a pure affection, a 
resolute act of a virtuous will, have a 
dignity of quite another kind, and far 
higher than accumulations of brick, and 
granite, and plaster, and stucco, how- 
ever cunningly put together, or though 
stretching far beyond our sight. 



It is a solemn duty to speak plainly of 
wrongs which good men perpetrate. It 
is very easy to cry out against crimes 
which the laws punish, and which popu- 
lar opinion has branded with infamy. 
What is especially demanded of the 
Christian is, a faithful, honest, generous 
testimony against enormities which are 
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sanctioned by numbers, and fashion, and 
wealth, and especially by great and 
honored names, and which, thus sus- 
tained, lift up their heads to heaven, 
and repay rebuke with menace and in- 
dignation. 

■ — #— 

The habit of exaggerating the wretch- 
edness of man's condition, for the pur- 
pose of rendering' Jesus more necessary, 
operates very seriously to degrade men's 
love to Jesus, by accustoming them to 
ascribe to him a low and common-place 
character. Were you to see millions and 
millions of the human race on the edge 
of a fiery gulf, where ages after ages of 
torture awaited them, and were the 
shrieks of millions who had already been 
plunged into the abyss to pierce your ear, 
could you refrain from an overpowering 
compassion, and would you not willingly 
endure hours and days of exquisite pain 
to give these wretched millions release ? 
Is there any man v^^ho has not virtue 
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enough for this ? I have known men of or- 
dinary character hazard their lives under 
the impulse of compassion, for the res- 
cue of fellow-beings from infinitely light- 
er evils than are here supposed. To me 
it seems, that to paint the misery of hu- 
man beings in these colors of fire and 
blood, and to ascribe to Christ the com- 
passion which such misery must awaken, 
and to make this the chief attribute of 
his mind, is the very method to take from 
his character its greatness, and to weak- 
en his claim on our love. 



Political action in this country does 
little to lift up any who are concerned in 
it. It stands in opposition to a high 
morality. Politics, indeed, regarded as 
the study and pursuit of the true, en- 
during good of a community, as the ap- 
plication of great and unchangeable 
principles to public affairs, is a noble 
sphere of thought and action ; but poli- 
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tics, in its common sense, or considered 
as the invention of temporary shifts, as 
the playing of a subtile game, as the 
tactics of party for gaining power and 
the spoils of office, and for elevating one 
set of men above another, is a paltry and 
debasing concern. 



Politics, however they make the 
intellect active, sagacious, and inventive, 
within a certain sphere, generally ex- 
tinguish its thirst for universal truth, 
paralyze sentiment and imagination, cor- 
rupt the simplicity of the mind, destroy 
that confidence in human virtue which 
lies at the foundation of philanthropy 
and generous sacrifices, and end in cold 
and prudent selfishness. 



It is an interesting and solemn reflec- 
tion, that the very nobleness of human 
nature may become the means and in- 
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strument of degradation. The powers 
which ally us to God, when pressed into 
the service of desire and appetite, en- 
large desire into monstrous excess, and 
irritate appetite into fury. The -^apidity 
of thought, the richness of imagination, 
the resources of invention, when en- 
slaved to any passion, give it an extent 
and energy unknown to inferior natures ; 
and just in the proportion that this 
usurper establishes its empire over us, 
all the nobler attainments and products 
of the soul perish. 



It does not offend, me that the Ro- 
manist maintains that a piece of bread, 
a wafer, over which a priest has pro- 
nounced some magical words, is the flesh 
and blood of Jesus Christ. I learn, in- 
deed, in this error, an humbling lesson 
of human credulity, of the weakness of 
human reason ; but I see nothing in it 
which strikes at the essential principles 
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of religion. When, however, the Ro- 
man Catholic goes farther, and tells me 
that God looks with abhorrence on all 
who will not see in the consecrated wa- 
fer Christ's flesh and blood, and when 
he makes the reception of this from the 
hands of a consecrated priest the door 
into Christ's fold, then I am shocked by 
the dishonor he casts on God and virtue, 
by his debasing conceptions of our moral 
nature, and of the divine, and by his cruel 
disruption of the ties of human and Chris- 
tian brotherhood. How sad and strange 
that a man educated under Christianity 
should place religion in a church con- 
nection, in church rites, should shut 
fr?ra God's family the wisest and the 
best, because they conscientiously abstain 
from certain outward ordinances ! Is 
not holiness of heart and life dear to 
God for its own sake, dear to him with- 
out the manipulations of a priest, with- 
out the agency of a consecrated wafer .f^ 
The grand error of Roman Catholicism 
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is, its narrow church spirit, its blind 
sectarianism, its exclusion of virtuous, 
pious men from God's favor because 
they cannot eat, drink, or pray according 
to certain prescribed rites. Romanism 
has to learn that nothing but the inward 
life is great and good in the sight of the 
Omniscient, and that all who cherish 
this are members of Christ's body. Ro- 
manism is any thing but what it boasts to 
be, the universal church. I am too 
much a catholic to enlist under its ban- 
ner. 

— ^ — 

Government resembles the wall which 
surrounds our lands; a needful protec- 
tion, but rearing no harvests, ripening 
no fruits. It is the individual who must 
choose whether the enclosure shall be a 
paradise or a waste. How little positive 
good can government confer ! It does 
not till our fields, build our houses, 
weave the ties which bind us to our 
families, give disinterestedness to the 
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heart, or energy to the intellect and will. 
All our great interests are left' to our- 
selves ; and governments, when they 
have interfered with them, have ob- 
structed, much more than advanced them. 
For example, they have taken religion 
into their keeping only to disfigure it. 
So education, in their hands, has become 
a propagator of servile maxims, and an 
upholder of antiquated errors. In like 
manner, they have paralyzed trade by 
their nursing care, and multiplied pov- 
erty by their expedients for its relief. 
Government has almost always been a 
barrier against which intellect has had 
to struggle ; and society has made its 
chief progress by the minds of private 
individuals, who have outstripped their 
rulers, and gradually shamed them into 
truth and wisdom. 



When I compare the clamorous preach- 
ing and" passionate declamation, too com- 
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mon in the Christian world, with the 
composed dignity, the deliberate wisdom, 
the freedom from all extravagance, which 
characterized Jesus, I can imagine no 
greater contrast ) and 1 am sure that the 
fiery zealot is no representative of Chris- 
tianity. 

I AM persuaded that controversies 
about Christ's person have in one way 
done great injury. They have turned 
attention from his character. Suppose 
that, as Americans, we should employ 
ourselves in debating the questions, 
where Washington was born, and from 
what spot he came when he appeared at 
the head of our armies ; and that, in the 
fervor of these contentions, we should 
overlook the character of his mind, 
the spirit that moved within him, the 
virtues which distinguished him, the 
beamings of a noble, magnanimous soul, 
— how unprofitably should we be em 
ployed ! Who is it that understands 
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Washington ? Is it he that can settle 
his rank in the creation, his early history, 
his present condition ? or he to whom 
the soul of that great man is laid open, 
who comprehends and sympathizes with 
his generous purposes, who understands 
the energy with which he espoused the 
cause of freedom and his country, and 
who receives through admiration a por- 
tion of the same divine energy? So, in 
regard to Jesus, the questions which 
have been agitated about his rank and 
nature are of inferior moment. His 
greatness belonged not to his condition, 
but to his mind, his spirit, his aim, his 
disinterestedness, his calm, sublime con- 
secration of himself to the high purpose 

of God. 

, — « 

The moment a man parts with moral 
independence ; the moment he judges of 
duty, not from the inward voice, but 
from the interests and will of a party ; 
the moment he commits himself to a 
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leader or a body, and winks at evil, be- 
cause division would hurt the cause ; the 
moment he shakes off his particular re- 
sponsibility, because he is but one of a 
thousand or million by whom the evil is 
done, — that moment he parts with his 
moral power. He is shorn of the energy 
of single-hearted faith in the right and 
the true. He hopes from man's policy 
what nothing but loyalty to God can ac- 
complish. He substitutes coarse weapons, 
forged by man's wisdom, for celestial 
powers 

He who rears up one child in Chris- 
tian virtue, or recovers one fellow-crea- 
ture to God, builds a temple more pre- 
cious than Solomon's or St. Peter's, more 
enduring than earth or heaven. 



It is common for those who argue 
against intemperance to describe the 
bloated countenance of the drunkard, 
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now flushed and now deadly pale. 
They describe his trembling, palsied 
limbs. They describe his waning pros- 
perity, his poverty, his despair. They 
describe his desolate, cheerless home, 
his cold hearth, his scanty board, his 
heart-broken wife, the squalidness of his 
children ; and we groan in spirit over so 
sad a recital. But it is right that all this 
should be. It is right that he who, fore- 
warned, puts out the lights of under- 
standing and conscience within him, who 
abandons his rank among God's i*ational 
creatures, and takes his place among 
brutes, should stand a monument of 
wrath among his fellows, should be a 
teacher wherever he is seen — a teach- 
er, in every look and motion, of the 
awful guilt of destroying reason. W-^.re 
we so constituted that reason could be 
extinguished, and the countenance re- 
tain its freshness, the form its grace, 
the body its vigor, the outward con- 
dition its prosperity, and no striking 
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change be seen in one's home, — so far 
from being gainers, we should lose some 
testimonies of God's parental care. 



I CANNOT now, as 1 once did, talk 
lightly, thoughtlessly, of fighting with 
this or that nation. That nation is no 
longer an abstraction to me. It is no 
longer a vague mass. It spreads out 
before me into individuals, in a thousand 
interesting forms and relations. It con- 
sists of husbands and wives, parents and 
children, who love one another as I love 
my own home. It consists of affection- 
ate women and sweet children. It con- 
sists of Christians united with me to the 
common Savior, and in whose spirit I 
recognize the likeness of his divine virtue. 
It consists of a vast multitude of laborers 
at the plough and in the workshop, 
whose toils I sympathize with, whose 
burden 1 should rejoice to lighten, and 
for whose elevation I have pleaded. It 
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consists of men of science, taste, genius, 
whose writings have beguiled my solita- 
ry hours, and given life to my intellect 
and best affections. Here is the nation 
which I am called to fight with, into 
whose families 1 must send mourning, 
whose fall or humiliation I must seek 
through blood. 1 cannot do it without a 
clear commission from God. 



We are immediately struck with this 
peculiarity in the Author of Christianity, 
that, while all other men are formed in 
a measure by the spirit of the age, we 
can discover in Jesus no impression of 
the period in which he lived. We know, 
with considerable accuracy, the state of 
society, the modes of thinking, the hopes 
and expectations of the country in which 
Jesus was born and grew up ; and he is 
as free from them, and as exalted above 
them, as if he had lived in another 
world, or with every sense shut on the 
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objects around him. His character has 
nothing in it that is local- or temporary. 
It can be explained by nothing around 
him. His history shows him . to us a 
solitary being, living for purposes which 
none but himself comprehended, and en- 
joying not so much as the sympathy of 
a single mind. His apostles, his chosen 
companions, brought to him the spirit of 
the age ; and nothing shows its strength 
more strikingly, than the slowness with 
which it yielded, in these honest men, to 
the instructions of Jesus 



A MAN in tne common walks of life, 
who has faith m perfection, m the un- 
folding of the human spirit, as the great 
purpose of God, possesses more the 
secret of the universe, perceives more 
the harmonies or mutual adaptations of 
the world without and the world within 
him, is a wiser interpreter of Providence, 
and reads nobler lessons of duty in the 
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events which pass before him, than the 
profoundest philosopher who wants this 
grand central truth. 



The individual is not made for the 
state, so much as the state for the indi- 
vidual. A man is not created for politi- 
cal relations as his highest end, but for 
indefinite spiritual progress, and is placed 
in political relations as the means of his 
progress. The human soul is greater, 
more sacred, than the state, and must 
never be sacrificed to it. 



Never, never . do violence to your 
rational nature. He who in any case 
admits doctrines which contradict reason, 
has broken down the great barrier between 
truth and falsehood, and lays open his 
mind to every delusion. The great mark 
of error, which is inconsistency, ceases 
to shock him. He has violated the first 
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law of the intellect, and must pay the 
fearful penalty. Happy will it be for 
him, if, by the renunciation of reason, he 
be not prepared for the opposite extreme, 
and do not, through a natural reaction, 
rush into the excess of incredulity In 
the records of individuals, and of the 
race, it is not uncommon for an era of 
intellectual prostration to be followed by 
an era of proud and licentious philoso- 
phy ; nor will this alternation cease to 
form this history of the human mind till 
the just rights of reason be revered. 



Is it not to be desired that all our 
churches should have services to teach 
us our union with Christ's whole body ? 
Would not this break our sectarian chains, 
and awaken reverence for Christ's spirit, 
for true goodness, under every name and 
form ? It is not enough to feel that we 
are members of this or that narrow com- 
munion. Christianity is universal sym- 
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pathy and love. I do not recommend 
that our churches should be lined with 
pictures of saints. This usage must 
come in, if it come at all, not by rec- 
ommendation, but by gradual change 
of tastes and feelings. But why may 
not the pulpit be used occasionally 
to give us the lives and virtues of emi- 
nent disciples in former ages ? It is 
customary to deliver sermons on the 
history of Peter, John, Paul, and of 
Abraham, and Elijah, and other worthies 
of the Old Testament ; and this we do 
because their names are written in the 
Bible, But goodness owes nothing to 
the circumstance of its being recorded 
in a sacred book, nor loses its claim to 
grateful, reverent commemoration be- 
cause not blazoned there. Moral great- 
ness did not die out with the apostles. 
Their lives were reported for this, among 
other ends, that their virtues might be 
propagated to future times, and that men 
might spring up as worthy a place among 
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the canonized as themselves. What I 
wish is, that we should learn to regard 
ourselves as members ofs-a vast spiritual 
community, as joint heirs and fellow- 
worshippers with the goodly company of 
Christian heroes who have gone before 
us, instead of immuring ourselves in 
particular churches. Our nature de- 
lights in this consciousness of vast con- 
nection. This tendency manifests itself 
in the patriotic sentiment, and in the 
passionate clinging of men to a great 
religious denomination. Its true and 
noblest gratification is found in the deep 
feeling of a vital, everlasting connection 
with the universal church, with the in- 
numerable multitude of the hoiy^ n^" 
earth and in heaven. 



It is possible that the distance of heia^ 
en lies wholly in the veil of flesh, wnii&h 
we now want power to penetrate. A 
new sense, a new eye, might show the 
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spiritual world compassing us on every 

side. 

« 

I HAVE no fears from infidelity ; espe- 
cially from that form of it which some 
are at this momei?.t laboring to spread 
through our community ; I mean that 
insane, desperate unbelief, which strives 
to quench the light of nature as well as of 
revelation, and to leave us not only with- 
out Christ, but without God. This I dread 
no more than I should fear the efforts 
of men to pluck the sun from his sphere, 
or to storm the skies with the artillery of 
the earth. We were made for religion; 
and unless the enemies of our faith can 
change our nature, they will leave the 
foundation of religion unshaken. The 
human soul was made to look above ma- 
terial nature. It wants a Deity for its 
love and trust, an immortality for its 
hope. It wants consolations not found in 
philosophy ; wants strength in tempta- 
tion, sorrow, and death, which human 
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wisdom cannot minister ; and knowing 
as I do, that Cliristianit}'- meets these 
deep wants of men, I have no fear or 
doubt as to its triumphs. 



This country has the best materials 
for an army in a righteous cause, and 
the worst in a wicked one. 



_ 



y^E hear much desponding language 
about society. The cant of the day is 
the cant of indifference or despair. But 
let it not discourage us. It is, indeed, 
possible that this country may sink 
beneath the work imposed on it by 
Providence, and, instead of bringing the 
world into its debt, may throw new dark- 
ness over human hope. But great ideas, 
once brought to light, do not die. The 
multitude of men through the civilized 
world are catching some glimpses, how- 
ever indistinct, of a higher lot ; are wak- 
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ing up to something higher than animal 
good. There is springing up an aspira- 
tion among them, which, however dread- 
ed as a dangerous restlessness, is the 
natural working of the human spirit^ 
whenever it emerges from gross igno- 
rance, and seizes on some vague idea of 
its rights. Thank God, it is natural for 
man to aspire ; and this aspiration ceases 
to be dangerous just in proportion as the 
intelligent members of society interpret 
it aright, and respond to it, and give 
themselves to the work of raising their 
brethren. If, through self-indulgence or 
pride, they decline this work, the aspira- 
tion will not cease ; but growing up 
under resistance or contempt, it may be- 
come a spirit of hostility, conflict, re- 
venge. 

It is the tendency of increasing 
civilization, refinement, and expansion 
of mind, to produce a tone of thought 
and feeling unfriendly to the church 
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spirit, to reliance on church forms as 
essential to salvation. As the world 
advances, it leaves matters of form be- 
hind. In proportion as men get into the 
heart of things, they are less anxious 
about exteriors. In proportion as reli- 
gion becomes a clear reality, we grow 
tired of shows. In the progress of ages 
there spring up in greater numbers men, 
of mature thought and spiritual free- 
dom, who unite self-reverence with rev- 
erence of God, and who cannot, without 
a feeling approaching shame and con- 
scious degradation, submit to a church 
which accumulates outward, rigid, me- 
chanical observances towards the infinite 
Father. A voice within them, which 
they cannot silence, protests against the 
perpetual repetition of the same signs, 
motions, words, as unworthy of their own 
spiritual powers, and of Him who de- 
serves the highest homage of the reason 
and the heart. Their filial spirit protests 
against it. in common life, a refined. 
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lofty mind expresses itself in simple, 
natural, unconstrained manners ; and 
the same tendency, though often ob- 
structed, is manifested in religion. The 
progress of Christianity, which must go 
on, is but another name for the growing 
knowledge and experience of that spir- 
itual worship of the Father which Christ 
proclaimed as the end of his mission ; 
and before this the old idolatrous reliance 
on ecclesiastical forms and organizations 
cannot stand. There is thus a perpetu- 
ally swelling current which exclusive 
churches have to stem, and which must 
sooner or later sweep away their proud 
pretensions. What avails it that this 
or another church summons to its aid 
fathers, traditions, venerated usages ? 
The spirit, the genius of Christianity, 
is stronger than all these. The great 
ideas of the religion must prevail over 
narrow, perverse interpretations of it. 
On this ground, I have no alarms at 
reports of the triumphs of the Catholic 
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church. The spirit of Christianity is 
stronger than popes and councils. 



If 1 am to be hedged in on every side, 
to be fretted by the perpetual presence 
of arbitrary will, to be denied the exer- 
cise of my powers, it matters nothing to 
me whether the chain is laid on me by 
one or many, by king or people. A des- 
pot is not more tolerable for his many 

heads. 

• — ♦ — • 

When one idea predominates strongly 
above all others, it is a key lo a nation's 
history. The great idea of Rome, that 
which the child drank m with his 
mother's milk, was Dommion. The 
great idea of France is Glory. In des- 
potisms, the idea of the king or the 
church possesses itself of the minds of 
the people, and a superstitious loyalty or 
piety becomes the badge of the inhab- 
itants. The most interesting view of 
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this country is the grandeur of the idea 
which has determined its history, and 
which is expressed in all its institutions. 
Pake away this, and we have nothing to 
distinguish us. In the refined arts, in 
manners, in works of genius, we are p^ 
fet surpassed. From our youth and 
insulated position, our history has no 
dazzling brilliancy. But one distinction 
belongs to us. A great idea, from the 
beginning, has been working in the 
minds of this people, and it broke forth 
with peculiar energy in our revolution. 
This is the idea of human rights. 



Since the introduction of our religion, 
human nature has made great progress, 
and society experienced great changes ; 
and in this advanced condition of the 
world, Christianity, instead of losing its 
application and importance, is found to 
be more and more congenial and adapted 
to man's nature and wants. Men have 
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outgrown the other institutions of that 
period when Christianity appeared; its 
philosophy, its modes of warfare, its 
policy, its public and private economy ; 
but Christianity has never shrunk as 
intellect has opened, but has always 
kept in advance of men's faculties, and 
unfolded nobler views in proportion as 
they have ascended. The highest powers 
and affections which our nature has de- 
veloped, find more than adequate objects 
in this religion. Christianity is indeed 
peculiarly fitted to the more improved 
stages of society, to the more delicate 
sensibilities of refined minds, and es- 
pecially to that dissatisfaction with the 
present state, which always grows with 
the growth of our moral powers and affec- 
tions. As men advance in civihzation, 
they become susceptible of mental suf- 
fermgs, to which ruder ages are stran- 
gers ; and these Christianity is fitted to 
assuage. Imagination and intellect be- 
come more restless; and Christianity 
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brings them tranquillity, by the eternal 
and magnificent truths, the solemn and 
unbounded prospects, which it unfolds. 
This fitness of our religion to more ad- 
vanced stages of society than that in 
which it was introduced, to wants of 
human nature not then developed, seems 
to me very striking. The religion bears 
the marks of having come from a be- 
ing who perfectly understood the human 
miud, and had power to provide for its 
progress. This feature of Christianity 
is of the nature of prophecy. It was 
an anticipation of , future and distant 
ages ; and when we consider among 
whom our religion sprung, where, but 
in God, can we find an explanation of 
this peculiarity ? 



The increasing connection between a 
minister and the community, while it 
liberalizes the mind, and counteracts 
professional prejudices, has a tendency 
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to enslave him to opinion, to wear away 
the energy of virtuous resolution, and 
to change him from an intrepid guardian 
of virtue and foe of sin, into a merely 
elegant and amiable companion. 



We have read of certain sects, which 
have denounced, indiscriminately, all 
sports and relaxations ; because these, if 
allowed, will be carried to excess ; and 
of others, which have prescribed by laws 
the plainest, coarsest dress, because 
ornament, if in any measure tolerated, 
would certainly grow up into extrava- 
gance and vanity. And is this degrad- 
ing legislation never to end ? Are men 
never to be trusted to themselves.'' Is 
it God's method to hem them in with 
precis-e prescriptions ? Does Providence 
leave nothing to individual discretion ? 
Does Providence withhold every privi- 
lege which may be abused .'' Does 
Christianity enjoin an exact, unvarying 
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round of services, because reason and 
conscience, if allowed to judge of duty, 
will often be misguided by partiality and 
passion ? How liberal, generous, con- 
fiding, are nature, Providence, and Chris- 
tianity, in their dealings with men ! And 
when will men learn to exercise towards 
one another the same liberal and con- 
fiding spirit? 



The Sunday which has come down to 
us from our fathers, seems to me ex- 
ceedingly defective. The clergy have 
naturally taken it very much into their 
own hands, and I apprehend that as 
yet they have not discovered all the 
means of making it a blessing to man- 
kind. 



It is not the highest attainment to be 
benevolent to those who are thousands 
of miles from us, whose miseries make 
striking pictures for the imagination, 
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who never cross our paths, never inter- 
fere with our interests, never try us by 
their waywardness, never shock us by 
their coarse manners, and whom we 
I are to assist by an act of bounty which 
sends a missionary to their aid. 



We cannot be happy beyond our love. 



Religion, if it be true, is central 

truth ; and all knowledge which is not 

gathered round it, and quickened and 

illuminated by it, is hardly worthy the 

name. 

■ — ♦ 

Were there a country on earth unit- 
ing all that is beautiful in nature, all 
that is great in virtue, genius, and the 
liberal arts, and numbering among its 
citizens the most illustrious patriots, 
poets, philosophers, philanthropists of 
our age, how eagerly should we cross 
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the oceau to visit it ! And how im- 
measurably greater is the attraction of 
heaven ! There live the elder brethren 
of the creation, the sons of the morning, 
who sang for joy at the creation of our 
race ; there the great and good of all 
ages and climes ; the friends, benefactors, 
deliverers, ornaments of their race ; the 
patriarch, prophet, apostle, and martyr ; 
the true heroes of public, and still more 
of private, life ; the father, mother, hus- 
band, wife, child, who, unrecorded by 
man, have walked before. God in the 
beauty of love and self-sacrificing virtue. 
There are all who have built up in our 
hearts the power of goodness and truth, 
the writers from whose pages we have 
received the inspiration of pure and lofty 
sentiments, the friends whose counte- 
nances have shed light through our dwell- 
ings, and peace and strength through 
our hearts. There they are gathered 
together, safe from every storm, and 
triumphant over every evil ', and they 
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say to us, Come and join us in our ever- 
lasting blessedness ; come and bear part 
in our song of praise ; share our adora- 
tion, friendship, progress, and works of 

love. 

« — 

All works of the intellect, which have 

not in some measure been quickened 

by the spirit of religion, are doomed to 

perish or to lose their power; and that 

genius is preparing for itself a sepulchre, 

when it disjoins itself from the universal 

mind. 

♦ 

Man, when viewed m separation from 

his Maker and his end, can be as little 

understood and portrayed, as a plant torn 

from the soil in which it grew, and cut 

off from communication with the clouds 

and sun. 

« 

I HAVE been often struck by the con- 
trast between the use made of the 
cross in the pulpit, and the calm, 

8 
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uniin})assioned manner in which the suf- 
ferings of Jesus are detailed by the 
evangelists. These witnesses of Christ's 
last moments give you, in simple lan- 
guage, the particulars of that scene, 
without one remark, one word of emo- 
tion ; and, if you read the Acts and 
Epistles, you will not find a single in- 
stance in which the apostles strove to 
make amoving picture of his crucifixion. 
No ; they honored Jesus too much, they 
felt too deeply the greatness of his char- 
acter, to be moved, as many are, by the 
circumstances of his death. Reverence, 
admiration, sympathy with his sublime 
spirit, — these swallowed up, in a great 
measure, sympathy with his sufferings. 
The cross was to them the last, crowning 
manifestation of a celestial mind ; they 
felt that it was endured to communicate 
the same mind to them and the world ; 
and their emotion was a holy joy in this 
consummate and unconquerable good- 
ness. To be touched by suffering is a 
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light thing. It is not the greatness 
of Christ's sufferings on the cross which 
is to move our whole souls, but the great- 
ness of the spirit with which he suffered. 
To approach the cross for the purpose of 
weeping over a bleeding, dying friend, is 
to lose the chief influence of the cruci- 
fixion. We are to visit the cross, not 
to indulge a natural softness, but to ac- 
quire firmness of spirit, to fortify our 
minds for hardship and suffering in the 
cause of duty and of human happiness. 



Religion carries its own evidence 
with it more than history or science. 
It should rest more on the soul's own 
consciousness, experience, and observa- 
tion. 



We must not look round on the uni- 
verse with awe, and on man with scorn ; 
for man, who can comprehend the uni- 
verse and its laws, " is greater than the 
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universe, which cannot comprehend it- 
self." God dwells in every human be- 
ing more intimately than in the outward 
creation. The voice of God comes to us 
in the ocean, the thunder, the whirl- 
wind, but how much more of God is 
there in his inward voice, in the intui 
tions of reason, in the rebukes of con- 
science, in the whispers of the Holy 
Spirit ! I would have you see God in 
the awful mountain, and in the tranquil 
valley; but more, much more, in the 
clear judgment, the moral energy, the 
disinterested purpose, the pious gratitude, 
the immortal hope, of a good man. 



When I compare together different 
classes, as existing at tliis moment in the 
civilized world, 1 cannot think the dif- 
ference between the rich and the poor, 
in regard to mere physical suffering, so 
great as is sometimes imagined. That 
some of the indigent among us die of 
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scanty food, is undoubtedly true ; but 
vastly more, in this community, die from 
eating too much, than from eating too 
little; vastly more from excess than 
starvation. So, as to clotliing, many 
shiver from want of defences against the 
cold ; but there is vastly more suffering 
among the rich from absurd and criminal 
modes of dress, which fashion has sanc- 
tioned, than among the poor from defi- 
ciency of raiment. Our daughters are 
oftener brought to the grave by their rich 
attire, than our beggars by their naked- 
ness. So the poor are often overworked • 
but they suffer less than many among 
tJie rich, v/ho have no work to do, no in- 
teresting object to fill up life, to satisfy 
the infinite cravings of man for action. 
According to our present modes of edu- 
cation, how many of our daughters are 
victims of ennui ! — a misery unknov»?n to .^ 
the poor, and more intolerable than the 
weariness of excessive toil. The idle 
young man, spending the day in exhibit- 
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ing his person in the street, ought not to 
excite the envy of the overtasked poor; 
and this ciimberer of the ground is found 
exclusively among the rich. 



Crimes exalted into laws become 
therefore the more odious ; just as the 
false gods of heathenism, when set up 
of old on the altar of Jehovah, shocked 
his true worshippers the more by usurp- 
ing so conspicuously the honors due 
to him alone. 



The south is fond of calling itself 
Anglo-Saxon. Judging from character, 
I should say this name belongs much 
more to the north, the country of steady, 
persevering, unconquerable energy. Our 
southern brethren remind me more of 
the Normans. They seem to have in 
their veins the burning blood of that 
pirate race, who spread terror through 
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Europe, who seized part of France 
as a prey, and then pounced on Eng- 
hmd ; a conquering, chivalrous race, 
from which most of tlie noble families of 
England are said to be derived. 



All noble enthusiasms pass through a 
feverish stage, and grow wiser and more 
serene. 



The saddest aspect of the age, to me, 
is tliat which undoubtedly contributes to 
social order. It is the absorption of the 
multitude of men in outward, material 
interests ; it is the selfish prudence 
which is never tired of the labor of 
accumulation, and which keeps men 
steady, regular, respectable drudges, 
from morning to night. The cases of a 
few murders, great crimes, lead multi- 
tudes to exclaim, How wicked this age ! 
But the worst sign is the chaining down 
of almost all the minds of a community 
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to low, perishable interests. It is a sad 
thought, that the infinite energies of 
the soui have no higher end than to 
cover the back, and fill the belly, and 
keep caste in society. A few nerves, 
hardly visible, on the surface of the 
tongue, create most of the endless stir 
around us. Undoubtedly, eating and 
drinking, dressing, house-building, and 
caste-keeping, are matters not to be de- 
spised ; most of them are essential. 
But surely life has a higher use than to 
adorn this body, which is so soon to be 
wrapped in grave-clothes ; than to keep 
warm and flowing the blood, which is so 
soon to be cold and stagnant in the tomb. 
1 rejoice in the boundless activity of the 
age, and I expect much of it to be given 
to our outward wants. But over all 
this activity there should preside the 
great idea of that which is alone our- 
selves ; of our inward, spiritual nature ; 
of the thinking, immortal soul ; of our 
supreme good, our chief end, which is, 
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to bring out, cultivate, and perfect our 
highest powers^ to become wise, holy, 
disinterested, noble beings ; to unite our- 
selves to God by love and adoration, and 
to revere his image in his children 



The doctrine of the Trinity seems to 
me only fitted'^to throw a mistiness over 
Christ, to place him beyond the reach 
of our understanding and hearts. When 
I am told that Jej*as Christ is the second 
person in the Trinity, one of three per- 
sons who constitute one God, one infinite 
mind, I am plunged into an abyss of 
darkness. Jesus becomes to me the 
most unintelligible being in the universe. 
God I can know. Man I can under- 
stand. But Christ, as described in hu- 
man creeds, a compound being, at once 
man and God, at once infinite in wis- 
dom, and ignorant of innumerable truths, 
and who is so united with two other per- 
sons as to make with them one mind, — 
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Christ so represented baffles all my fac- 
ulties. I cannot lay hold on him. My 
weak intellect is wholly at fault. This 
is a grave objection to the doctrine of 
the Trinity. It destroys the reality, the 
distinctness, the touching nearness of 
Jesus Christ. It gives him an air of 
fiction, and has done more than all 
things to prevent a true, deep acquaint- 
ance with him, with his spirit, with, the 
workings of his mind, with the sublimity 
of his virtue. It has thrown a glare 
over him, under which the bright and 
beautiful features of his character have 
been very much concealed. 



Where, but from God himself, can 
1 learn my destination ? I ask at the 
mouth of the tomb for intelligence of 
the departed, and the torn"., gives me no 
reply. I examine the various regions 
of nature, but I can discover no process 
for restoring the mouldering body, and 



y Google 



THOUGHTS. 123 

no sig-n or track of the spirit's ascent to 
another sphere. I see the need of a 
power above nature to restore or per 
petuate life after death ; and if God in- 
tended to give assurance of this life, I 
see not how he can do it but by super- 
natural teaching, by a miraculous reve- 
lation. Miracles are the appropriate, 
and would seem to be the only, mode of 
placing beyond doubt man's future and 
immortal being ; and no miracles can be 
conceived so peculiarly adapted to this 
end as the very ones which hold the 
highest place in Christianity. I mean 
the resurrection of Lazarus, and, still 
more, the resurrection of Jesus. 



I HONOR the passion for power and 
rule as little in the people as in a king. 
It is a vicious principle, exist where it 
may. If by democracy be meant the 
exercise of sovereignty by the people 
under all those provisions and self-im- 



y Google 



124 THOUGHTS 

posed restraints which tend most to 
secure equal laws, and the rights of each 
and all, then 1 shall be proud to bear its 
name. But the unfettered multitude is 
not dearer to me than the anfettered 

kin^. 

— $ 

Men will prefer even a fanaticism 
which is in earnest, to a pretended ration- 
ality, which leaves untouched all the great 
springs of the .soul, which never lays a 
quickening hand on our love and venera- 
tion, our awe and fear, our hope and joy. 



The spirit of society, not an outward 
'nstitution, is the mighty power by 
which the hard lot of man is to be 

meliorated. 

« — 

The fate of this country depends on 
nothing so much as on the growth or de- 
cline of the great idea which lies at the 
foundation oi all our institutions — the 
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idea of the sacredness of every man's 
right, the respect due to every human 
being. This exists among us. It has 
stamped itself on government. It is now 
to stamp itself on manners and common 
life — a far harder work. It will then 
create a society such as men have not 
anticipated, but which is not to be de- 
spaired of, if Christianity be divine, or 
if the highest aspirations of the soul be 

true. 

« — 

You tell me of civilization, of its arts 
and sciences, as the sure instruments of 
human elevation. You tell me how by 
these man masters and bends to his use 
the powers of nature. I know he mas- 
ters them, but it is in turn to become 
their slave. He explores and cultivates 
the earthy but it is to grow more earthly.. 
He explores the hidden mine, but it is to 
forge himself chains. He visits all re- 
gions, but therefore lives a stranger to 
his own soul. In the very progress of 
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civilization, I see the need of an antagonist 
principle to the senses, of a power to 
free man from matter, to recall him from 
the outward to the inward world ; and 
religion alone is equal to so great a work. 



Nothing would be more unjust than 
to decide on men's characters from their 
peculiarities of faith ; and the reason is 
plain. Such peculiarities are not the 
orjly causes which impress and determine 
the mind. Our nature is exposed to in- 
numerable other influences. If, indeed, 
a man were to know nothing but his 
creed ; were to meet no human beings but 
those who adopt it; were to see no ex- 
ample, and to hear no conversation, but 
such as were formed by it ; if his creed 
■ were to meet him every where, and to 
exclude every other object of thougl . ^^ — 
then his character might be exT>ec.ed to 
answer to it with great prec^ion. But 
our Creator has not shut as up in so 
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narrow a school. The mind is exposed 
to an infinite variety of influences, and 
these are multiplying with the progress 
of society. Education, friendship, neigh- 
borhood, public opinion, the state of so- 
ciety, " the genius of the place " where 
we live, books, events, the pleasures and 
business of life, the outward creation, 
our physical temperament, and innumer- 
able other causes, are perpetually pour- 
ing in upon the soul thoughts, views, 
and emotions ; and these influences are 
so complicated, so peculiarly combined 
in the case of every individual, and so 
modified by the original susceptibilities 
and constitution of every mind, that on 
no subject is there greater uncertainty, 
than on the formation of character. To 
determine the precise operation of a re- 
ligious opinion amidst this host of in. 
fluences, surpasses human power. A 
great truth may be completely neutral- 
ized by the countless impressions and 
excitements which the mind received 
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from other sources ; and so a great error 
may be disarmed of much of its power 
by the superior energy of other and 
better views, of early habits, and of 
virtuous examples. Nothing is more 
common than to see a doctrine believed 
without swaying the will. Its efficacy 
depends not on the assent of the intel- 
lect, but on the place which it occupies 
in the thoughts, on the distinctness and 
vividness with which it is conceived, on 
its associations with our common ideas, 
on its frequency of recurrence, and on 
its command of the attention, without 
which it has no life. Accordingly, per- 
nicious opinions are not seldom held by 
men of the most illustrious virtue. I 
mean not, then, in commending or con- 
demning systems, to pass sentence on 
their professors. I know the power of 
the mind to select from a multifarious 
system, for its habitual use, those fea- 
tures or principles which are generous, 
pure, and ennobling, and by these to 
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sustain its spiritual life amidst the nomi- 
nal profession of many errors. I know 
that a creed is one thing, as written in a 
book, and another, as it exists in the 
minds of its advocates. In the book, all 
tiie doctrines appear in equally strong 
and legible lines. In the mind, many are 
faintly traced, and seldom recurred to, 
whilst others are inscribed as with sun- 
beams, and are the chosen, constant 
lights of the soul. Hence, in good men 
of opposing denominations, a real agree- 
ment may subsist as to their vital prin- 
ciples of faith ; and amidst the division 
of tongues, there may be unity of soul, 
and the same internal worship of God. 



The very religion given to exalt 
human n^ature, has been used to make 
it abject. The very religion which was 
given to create a generous hope, has 
been made an instrument of servile 
and torturing fear. The very religion 
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which came from God's goodness to en- 
large the soul with a kindred goodness, 
has been employed to narrow it to a sect, 
to rear the Inquisition, and to kindle 
fires for the martyr. The very religion 
given to make the understanding and 
conscience free, has, by a criminal per- 
version, served to break them into a 
subjection to priests, ministers, and hu- 
man creeds. Ambition and craft have 
seized on the solemn doctrines of an 
omnipotent God and of future punish- 
ment, and turned them into engines 
against the child, the trembling female, 
the ignorant adult, until the skeptic has 
been imboldened to charge on religion 
the chief miseries and degradation of 
human nature. 



When I place side by side the mighty 
works of Jesus and the prodigies of 
heathenism, I see that they can no more 
be compared with one another, than the 
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machinery and mock thunders of the 
theatre can be likened to the awful and 
beneficent powers of the universe. 



The Romish church is illustrated by- 
great -names. Her gloomy convents 
have often been brightened by fervent 
love to God a-nd man. Her St. Louis, 
and Fenelon, and Massillon, and Chev- 
erus ; her missionaries,, who have carried 
Christianity to the ends of the earth ; 
her Sisters of Charity, who have carried 
relief and solace to the most hopeless 
want and pain, — do not these teach us 
that in the Romish church the Spirit of 
God has found a home ? How much, 
too, have other churches to boast ! In 
the English church we meet the names 
of Latimer, Hooker, Barrow, Leighton, 
Berkeley, and Heber ; in the dissenting 
Calvinistic church, Baxter, Howe, Watts, 
Doddridge, and Robert Hall ; among the 
Quakers, George Fox, William Penn, 
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Robert Barclay, and our own Anthony 
Benezet and John Woolman; in the 
anti-Trinitarian church, John Milton, 
John Locke, Samuel Clarke, Price, and 
Priestley. To repeat these names does 
the heart good. They breathe a fra- 
grance through the common air. ' They 
lift up the whole race to which they 
belong. With the churches of which 
they were pillars or chief ornaments 
I have many sympathies ; nor do I con- 
demn the union of ourselves to these or 
any other churches whose doctrines we 
approve, provided that we do it without 
severing ourselves in the least from the 
universal church. On this point we 
cannot be too earnest. We must shun 
the spirit of sectarianism as from hell. 
We must shudder at the thought of 
shutting up God in any denomination. 
We must think no man the better for 
belonging to our communion ; no man 
the worse for belonging to another. We 
must look with undiminished joy on 
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goodness, though it shine forth from the 
most adverse sect. Christ's spirit must 
be equally dear and honored, no matter 
where manifested. To confine God's 
love or his good spirit to any party, sect, 
or name, is to sin against the fundamental 
law of the kingdom of God, to break 
that living bond with Christ's universal 
church which is one of our chief helps 
to perfection. 



Royalty is impotence and a vulgar 
show, compared with the deep and 
quickening power which many a Chris- 
tian teacher has exerted on the immortal 
soul. 



Man was made for relaxation as truly 
as for labor ; and by a law of his nature, 
which has not received the attention it 
deserves, he finds, perhaps, no relaxation 
so restorative, as that in which he reverts 
to his childhood, seems to forget his wis- 
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dom, leaves the imagination to exhilarate 
itself by sportive inventions, talks of 
amusing incongruities in conduct and 
events, smiles at the innocent eccentrici- 
ties and odd mistakes of those whom he 
most esteems, allows himself in arch allu- 
sions or -kind-hearted satire, and trans- 
ports himself into a world of ludicrous 
combinations. We have said, that, on 
these occasions, the mind seems to put off 
its wisdom ; but the truth is, that, in a 
pure mind, wisdom retreats, if we may 
so say, to its centre, and there, unseen, 
keeps guard over this transient folly, 
draws delicate lines which are never to be 
passed in the freest moments, and, like a 
judicious parent watching the sports of 
childhood, preserves a stainless innocence 
of soul in the very exuberance of gayety. 



We think the decline of Calvinism 
one of the most encouraging facts in our 
passing history ; for this system, by out- 
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raging conscience and reason, tends to 
array these high faculties against reve- 
lation. 



Great thoughts and great emotions 
have a place in human history vi^hich 
no historian has hitherto given them; 
and the future is to be more determined 
by these than the past. 



The doctrine of an infinite atonement 
is wholly delusion. The Trinitarian 
tells me that, according to his system, 
we have an infinite substitute ; that the 
infinite God was pleased to bear our 
punishment, and, consequently, that par- 
don is made sure. But 1 ask him, Do 1 
understand you ? Do you mean that 
the great God, who never changes, 
whose happiness is the same yesterday, 
to-day, and forever, — that this eternal 
being really bore the penalty of my sins, 
really suffered and died ? Every pious 
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man, when pressed by this question, 
answers, No. What, then, does the 
doctrine of infinite atonement mean ? 
Why, this ; that God took into union 
with himself our nature, that is, a hu- 
man body and soul ; and these bore the 
sufferings for our sins ; and, through his 
union with these, God may be said to 
have borne it himself. Thus this vaunt- 
ed system go&s out, — in words. The 
infinite victim proves to be frail man, 
and God's share in the sacrifice is a 
mere fiction. I ask with solemnity. 
Can this doctrine give one moment's 
ease to the conscience of an unbiased, 
thinking man ? Does it not unsettle all 
hope, by making the whole religion sus- 
picious and unsure ? I am compelled to 
say that I see in it no impression of 
majest}?-, or wisdom, or love, nothing 
worthy of a God ; and when I compare 
it with that nobler faith which directs 
our eyes and hearts to God's essential 
mercy, as our only hope, I am amazed 
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that any should ascribe to it superior 
efficacy, as a religion for sinners, as a 
means of filling the soul with a pious 
trust and love. 



I CANNOT but pity the man who 
recognizes nothing godlike in his own 
nature. I see the marks of God in the 
heaven and the earth, but how much 
more in a liberal intellect, in magna- 
nimity, in unconquerable rectitude, in a 
philanthropy which forgives every wrong, 
and which never despairs of the cause of 
Christ and human virtue 1 I do, and 1 
must, reverence human nature. Neither 
the sneers of a worldly skepticism, nor the 
groans of a gloomy theology, disturb my 
faith in its godlike powers and tendencies. 
1 know how it is despised, how it has been 
oppressed, how civil and religious estab- 
lishments have for ages conspired to crush 
it. I know its history. I shut my eyes 
on none of its weaknesses and crimes. J 
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understand the proofs by which despot- 
ism demonstrates that man is a wild 
beast, in want of a master, and only safe 
in chains. But, injured, trampled on, 
and scorned, as our nature is, I still turn 
to it with intense sympathy and strong 
hope. The signatures of its origin and 
its end are impressed too deeply to be 
ever wholly effaced. I bless it for its 
kind affections, for its strong and tender 
love. I honor it for its struggles against 
oppression, for its growth and progress un- 
der the weight of so many chains and prej- 
udices, for its achievements in science 
and art, and still more for its examples of 
heroic and saintly virtue. These are 
marks of a divine origin, and the pledges 
of a celestial inheritance ; and I thank 
God that my own lot is bound up with 
that of the human race. 



Without religion, we can hardly 
escape self-contempt, and the contempt 
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of our race. Without God, our exist- 
ence has no support, our life no aim, 
our improvements no permanence, our 
best labors no sure and enduring results, 
our spiritual weakness no power to lean 
upon, and our noblest aspirations and 
desires no pledge of being realized in a 
better state. Struggling virtue has no 
friend, suffering virtue no promise of 
victory. Take away God, and life be- 
comes mean, and man poorer than the 

brute. 

« — 

When 1 think what Christianity has 
become in the hands of politicians and 
priests; how it has been shaped into a 
weapon of power ; how it has crushed 
the human soul for ages ; how it has 
struck the intellect with palsy, and 
haunted the imagination with supersti- 
tious phantoms; how it has broken whole 
nations to the yoke, and frowned on 
every free thought ; — when I think how, 
under almost every form of this religion, 
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its ministers have taken it into their ow n 
keeping, have hewn and compressed it 
into the shape of rigid creeds, and have 
then pursued by menaces of everlasting 
woe whosoever should question the divini- 
ty of these works of their hands ; when I 
consider, in a word, how, under such 
influences, Christianity has been, and 
still is, exhibited in forms which shock 
alike the reason, conscience, and heart, 
— 1 feel deeply, painfully, what a different 
system it is from that which Jesus taught, 
and I dare not apply to unbelief the 
terms of condemnation which belonged 
to the infidelity of the primitive age. 



It is a false idea that religion requires 
the extermination of any principle, de- 
sire, appetite, or passion, which our 
Creator has implanted. Our nature is a 
whole, a beautiful whole, and no part can 
be spared. You might as properly and in- 
nocently lop off a limb from the body, as 
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eraaicate any natural desire from the 

mind. All our appetites are in themselves 

innocent and useful, ministering to the 

general weal of the soul. They are like 

the elements of the natural world, parts 

of a wise and beneficent system, but, like 

those elements, are beneficent only when 

restrained. 

« — , 

The worst abuses of our religion have 
sprung from, a cowardly want of confi- 
dence in its power. Its friends have 
feared that it could not stand without a 
variety of artificial buttresses. They have 
imagmed that men must now be bribed 
into faith by annexing to it temporal 
privileges, now driven into it by men- 
aces and inquisitions, now attracted by 
gorgeous forms, now awed by mysteries 
and superstitions ; in a word, that the 
multitude mus|; be imposed upon, or the 
religion will fall. I have no such dis- 
trust of Christianity ; I believe in its in- 
vincible powers. It is founded in our 
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nature. It meets our deepest wants. 
Its proofs, as well as principles, are adapt- 
ed to the common understandings of men, 
and need not to be aided by appeals to 
fear, or any other passion, which would 
discourage inquiry or disturb the judg- 
ment. I fear nothing for Christianity, if 
left to speak in its own tones, to approach 
men with its unveil«d, benignant coun- 
tenance. I do fear much from the 
weapons of policy and intimidation, 
which are framed to uphold the imagined 
weakness of Christian truth. 



When I see a man holding faster his 
uprightness in proportion as it is assailed ; 
fortifying his religious trust in proportion 
as Providence is obscure ; hoping in 
the ultimate triumphs of virtue more 
surely in proportion to its present afflic- 
tions ; cherishing philanthropy amidst 
the discouraging experience of men's 
unkindness and unthankfulness ; extend- 
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ing to others a sympathy which his own 
sufferings need, but cannot obtain ; grow- 
ing milder and gentler amidst what tends 
to exasperate and harden ; and, through 
inward principle, converting the very 
incitements to evil into the occasions of 
a victorious virtue, — I see an explana- 
tion, and a noble explanation, of the 
present state. I see a good produced, so 
transcendent in its nature as to justify 
all the evil and suffering under which it 
grows up. I should think the forma- 
tion of 9, few such minds worth all the 
apparatus of the present world. I should 
say that this earth, with its continents 
and oceans, its seasons and harvests, and 
its successive generations, was a work 
worthy of. God, even were it to accom- 
plish no other end than the training and 
manifestation of the illustrious charac- 
ters which are scattered through history. 
And when I consider how small a por- 
tion of human virtue is recorded by 
history, how superior in dignity, as well 
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as in number, are the unnoticed, un- 
honored saints and heroes of domestic 
and humble life, I see a light thrown 
over the present state which more than 
reconciles me to all its evils. 



There is no end to the volumes writ- 
ten in defence of this or that church 
which sets itself forth as the only true 
church, and claims exclusive acceptance 
with God. But the unlettered Christian 
has an answer to them all. He cannot, 
and need not, seek it in libraries. He 
finds it, almost without seeking, in plain 
passages of the New Testament, and in 
his own heart. He reads, and he feels, 
that religion is an inward life. This he 
knows, not by report, but by conscious- 
ness, by the prostration of his soul in 
penitence, by the surrender of his will 
to the Divine, by overflowing gratitude, 
by calm trust, and by a new love to his 
fellow-creatures. Will it do to tell such 
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a man that tne promises of Christianity- 
do not belono- to him, that access to God 
is denied him, because he is not joined 
with this or that exclusive church ? 
Has not this access been granted to him 
already ? Has he not prayed in his griefs, 
and been consoled ? in his temptations, 
and been strengthened ? Has he not 
found God near in his solitudes and in 
the great congregation ? Does he thirst 
for any thing so fervently as for perfect 
assimilation to the divine purity ? And 
can he question God's readiness to help 
him, because he is unable to find in 
Scripture a command to bind himself to 
this or another self-magnifying church '' 
How easily does the experience of true 
Christians brush away the cobwebs of 
theologians ! He loves and reveres God, 
and in this spirit has a foretaste of heav- 
en ; and can heaven be barred against 
him by ecclesiastical censures ? He has 
felt the power of the cross, and resurrec- 
tion, and promises of Jesus Christ ', and 
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is there any " height or depth " of hu- 
man exclusiveness and bigotry which 
can separate him from his Lord ? He 
can die for truth and humanity ; and is 
there any man so swelled by the conceit 
of his union with the true church as to 
stand apart, and say, " I am holier than 

thou " ? 

« 

It is a remarkable fact, that the very 
spirit to which Christianity is most hos- 
tile, the passion for power, dominion, 
pomp, and preeminence, struck its deep- 
est roots in the church. The church 
became the very stronghold of the lusts 
and vices which Christianity most ab- 
hors. Accordingly, its history is. one of 
the most melancholy records of past 
times. 

Error soon passes away, unless up- 
held by restraint on thought. History 
tells us, — and the lesson is invaluable, 
— that the physical force which has put 
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down free inquiry has been the main 
bulwark of the superstitions and illu- 
sions of past ages. 



Facts are often placed beyond doubt 
by the effects which they leave behind 
them. This is the case with the mira- 
'cles of Christ. Let me explain this 
branch of evidence. I am told, when 
absent and distant from your city, that, 
on a certain day, a tide, such as had 
never been known, rose in your harbor, 
overflowed your wharves, and rushed 
into your streets. I doubt the fact. But 
hastening here, I see what were once 
streets strowed with sea- weed, and shells, 
and the ruins of houses, and I cease to 
doubt. A witness may deceive, but such 
effects cannot lie. All great events leave 
effects, and these speak directly of the 
cause. What, I ask, are the proofs of 
the American revolution ? Have we 
none but written or oral testimony.? 
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Our free constitution, the whole form of 
our society, the language and spirit of 
our laws, — all these bear witness to our 
English origin, and to our successful con- 
flict for independence. Now, the mira- 
cles oi Christianity have left effects, 
which equally attest their reality, and 
carinol be explained without them. I go 
back to the age of Jesus Christ, and I 
am immediately struck with the com- 
mencement and rapid progress of the 
most remarkable revolution in the annals 
of the world. I see a new religion, of a 
character altogether its own, which bore 
no likeness to any past or existing faith, 
spreading, in a few years, through all 
civilized nations, and introducing a new 
era, a new state of society, a change of 
the human mind, which has broadly dis- 
tinguished all following ages. Here is 
a plain fact, which the skeptic will not 
deny, however he may explain it. 1 see 
this religion issuing from an obscure, 
despised, hated people. Its Founder had 
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died on the cross — a mode of punishment 
as disgraceful as the pillory or gallows 
of the present day. Its teachers were 
poor men, without rank, office, or edu- 
cation, taken from the fishing-boat and 
other occupations which had never fur- 
nished teachers to mankind. 1 see these 
men beginning their work on the spot 
where their Master's blood had been 
shed, as of a common malefactor ; and I 
hear them summoning first his murder- 
ers, and then all nations and all ranks, 
the sovereign on the throne, the priest in 
the temple, the great and the learned, as 
well as the poor and the ignorant, to re- 
nounce the faith and the worship which 
had been hallowed by the veneration of 
all ages, and to take the yoke of their 
crucified Lord. I see passion and preju- 
dice, the sword of the magistrate, the 
curse of the priest, the scorn of the 
philosopher, and the fury of the popu- 
lace, joined to crush this common ene- 
my ; and yet, without a human weapon, 
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and in opposition to all human power? 
I see the humble apostles of Jesas win- 
ning their way, overpowering prejudice, 
breaking the ranks of their opposera, 
changing enemies into friends, breathing 
into multitudes a calm spirit of martyr- 
dom, and carrying to the bounds of civil 
ization, and even into half-civilized re- 
gions, a religion which has contributed to 
advance society more than all other causes 
combined. Here is the effect. Here is a 
monument more durable than pillars or 
triumphal arches. Now, 1 ask for an ex- 
planation of these effects. If Jesus Christ 
and his apostles were indeed sent and 
empowered by God, and wrought miracles 
in attestation of their mission, then the 
establishment of Christianity is explained. 
Suppose them, on the other hand, to have 
been insane enthusiasts, or selfish impos 
tors, left to meet the whole strength of 
human opposition, with nothing but their 
own power, or rather their own weakness, 
and you have no cause for the stupendous 
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effect 1 have described. Such men 
could no more have changed the face of 
the world, than they could have turned 
back rivers to their sources, sunk moun- 
tains into valleys, or raised valleys 
to the skies. Christianity, then, has 
not only the evidence of unexceptionable 
witnesses, but that of effects — a proof 
which will grow stronger by comparing 
its progress with that of other religions, 
suf'h as Mahometanism, which sprung 
iTom human passions, and were advanced 
by human power. 



It is a privilege to have lived in an 
age so stirring, so pregnant, so event- 
ful. It is an age never to be forgotten. 
Its voice of warning and encourage- 
ment is never to die. Its impression 
on history is indelible. Amidst its 
events, the American revolution, the 
first distinct, solemn assertion of the 
rights of men, and the French revolu- 
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tion, that volcanic force which shook the 
earth to its centre, are never to pass 
from men's minds. Over this age the 
night will indeed gather more and more 
as time rolls away ; but in that night 
two forms will appear, — Washington and 
Napoleon, — the one a lurid meteor, the 
other a benign, serene, and undecaying 

star. 

- — ♦ 

Human nature is not a tiger which needs 
a constant chain. In this case, it is the 
chain which makes the tiger. It is the 
oppressor who has made man fit only for 
a yoke. 

The ministers who deal most in ter- 
rors, who preach doctrines which ought 
to make their flesh creep, and to turn 
their eyes into fountains of tears, are not 
generally distinguished by their spare 
forms and haggard countenances. They 
take the world as easily as people of a 
milder creed ; and this does not show 
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that they want sincerity or benevolence. 
It only shows how superficially men may 
believe in doctrines which yet they 
would shudder to relinquish. It shows 
how little the import of language, which 
is thundered from the lips, is compre- 
hended and felt. I should not set down 
as hard-hearted a man whose appetite 
should be improved by preaching a ser- 
mon full of images and threatenings of 
*'a bottomless hell." The best meals 
are sometimes made after such effusions. 
This is only an example of the number- 
less contradictions of human life. Men 
are every day saying and doing, from 
the power of education, habit, and imita- 
tion, what has no root whatever in their 
serious convictiom? 



Other religions have been intended 
to meet the exigencies of particular 
countries or times, and therefore society, 
in its progress, has outgrown them ; but 
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Christianity meets more and more the 
wants of the soul in proportion to the 
advancement of our race, and thus 
proves itself to be Eternal Truth. 



In the long run, truth is aided by 
nothing- so much as by opposition, and 
by the opposition of those who can give 
the full strength of the argument on 
the side of error. 



When I think of the vast capacities 
of the human mind, of God's nearness 
to it and unbounded love towards it, T 
am disposed to wonder, not that revela- 
tions have been made, but that they have 
not been more variously vouchsafed to 
the wants of mankind. 



It is one distinction of modern ov^r 
ancient times, that we have grown more 
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patient of toil. Our danger is from 
habits of drudgery. The citizens of 
Greece and Rome were above work. 
We seem to work with something of the 
instinct of the ant and the bee. 



The glory of an age is often hidden 
from itself. Perhaps some word has 
been spoken in our day which we have 
not deigned to hear, but which is to grow 
clearer and louder through all ages. 
Perhaps some silent thinker among us is 
at work in his closet, whose name is to 
fill the earth. Perhaps there sleeps in 
his cradle some reformer, who is to move 
the church and the world, who is to open 
a new era in history, who is to fire the 
human soul with new hope and new 
daring. 

There is one consolation attending 
persecution. It often exalts the spirit of 
the sufferer, and often covers with honor 
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those whom it had destined to shame. 
Who made Socrates the most venerable 
name of antiquity ? The men who mixed 
for him the cup of hemlock, and drove 
him as a criminal from the world which 
he had enlightened. Providence teaches 
us the doctrine of retribution yery touch- 
ingly in the fact, that future ages guard 
with peculiar reverence the memories of 
men, who, in their own -times, were con- 
temned, abhorred, hunted like wild beasts, 
and destroyed by fire or sword, for their 
fidelity to truth. 



When 1 set before me true virtue, all 
the distinctions on which men value 
themselves fade away. Wealth is poor ; 
worldly honor is mean ; outward forms 
are beggarly elements. Condition,, coun- 
try, church, all sink into unimportance. 
Before this simple greatness I bow, I 
revere. The robed priest, the gorgeous 
altar, the great assembly, the pealing or- 
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gan, all the exteriors of religion, vanish 
from my sight as I look at the good and 
great man, the holy, disinterested soul. 
Even I, with vision so dim, with heart 
so cold, can see and feel the divinity, 
the grandeur of true goodness. How, 
then, must God regard it ? To his pure 
eye how lovely must it be ! And can 
any of us turn from it, because some 
water has not been dropped on its fore- 
head, or some bread put into its lips by 
a minister or priest ? or because it has 
not learned to repeat some mysterious 
creed, which a church or human council 
has ordained ? 



It is a problem m history, how the 
English people, so sturdy and stout- 
nearted in the main, could be so tame 
and flexible, in matters of religion, under 
Henry the Eighth, Edward the Sixth, 
Mary, and Elizabeth. They seem to 
have received, almost as unresistingly as 
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